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CORRESPONDENCE. 

IIFDI: ONLY IN AMIRKA 
To the editor: 

I re~d the editorial titled "Enter
. prises turned awry" in the May 
issue, and although I am only a citi
zen on the sidelines I cannot help 
wondering what can be done to 
counter all the negative efforts of 
Jeremy Rifkin. He has accomplished 
much, evidently, to prevent the prac
tical applications of recombinant re
search. I am wondering, however, 
whether he knows that he can do so 
only in the United States. Other west
ern nations and the Soviet Union lie 
beyond his legal reach, and all this 
means is that he is retarding Ameri
can efforts in comparison with the 
others. This is certainly an unpatriot
ic and undesirable thing to do. 

James K. Feibleman 
Department of Philosophy 

Tulane University 
1314 First N.B.C. Bldg. 

210 Baronne Street 
New Orleans, LA 70112 

VACCa PUll1Y 
To the editor: 

I was astonished to read Harvey Bia
ly's article, "Cloned Malaria Vac

cine Enters the Clinic," on page 384 
of the May 1986 issue. 

The article, a report on an Ameri
can Society for Microbiology sympo
sium, quotes J. D. Chulay of the Wal
ter Reed Army Institute of Research 
describing the new antimalarial vac
cine developed by Smith Kline & 
French and Walter Reed: "This is the 
purest vaccine ever administered to 
humans," containing less than 20 
nanograms of nucleic acid, and less 
than 5 units of endotoxin, per milli
gram of protein. 

I would like to point out, however, 
that Merieux Institute in France pro
duces and distributes a new, reas
sessed Inactivated Polio Vaccine 
(IPV) from Vero cells grown on mi
crocarriers. This IPV was licensed in 
France in July 1982, and recently in 
Belgium; more than 10 million doses 
have been administered without spe
cific complaints. The vaccine is so well 
purified that it contains per dose of 
vaccine: 

• less than 10 picograms of residual 
cellular DNA; 

• less than 3 micrograms of pro
tein; and 

• less than 0.01 units of endotoxin. 
If we calculate these levels per milli-

gram of protein, this vaccine contains 
less than 3 nanograms of DNA and 
less than 3 units of endotoxin. Dr. 
Chulay's statement, "purest vaccine 
ever administered to humans," 
should be corrected, for example, to 
read "purest antimalarial or anti-par
asitic vaccine ... " 

B. Montagnon 
Head of Virology Production 

and Development Unit 
Institut Merieux 

Marcy-t'Etoile 
69752 Charbonnieres les Bains 

France 

alATA 
In the paper "Size and density of 
protein inclusion bodies" by G. 
Taylor, et al., (Bio/Technology 
4:553-557, June '86), the graphs 
for Figures 1 and 2 were trans
posed. 

In the meeting report on "Fila
mentous fungi join the produc
tion ranks" (Bio/Technology 
4:385, May '86), the discussion 
scheduled to be presented by, 
and attributed to, Wayne Davies 
(Allelix) was actually presented 
by David Gwynne. The paper 
summarized the research of 
Gwynne and Frank Buxton, 
both in Davies' group at Alletix. 

GAIIIFICA'IIOIS 
The book Economic Aspects of Bio
technology by Andrew J. Hacking 
(Cambridge University Press, 
London, 1986) was used as one 
of the resources during prepara
tion of the article on "Fermenta
tion economics" (Bio/Technology 
4:395- 401, May '86). Acknow
ledgement of this source was in
advertently omitted. 

Bio/Technology has received a 
number of requests for the tele
phone number and address of 
the Bioindex database described 
in June's Chronicle section 
(p.495). Anyone interested can 
contact T homas Cooper, Presi
dent, Technical Communica
tions, 4139 Coralee Lane, Lafay
ette, CA 94549 (phone 4 15-284-
5605). 
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