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                The Golden Rice spat is the latest in a wave of protests erupting across southern Asia against GM products. In both China and India, the agbiotech sector previously enjoyed support from state officials, but recently the public mood has soured. The technology is now caught in the crosshairs of local politicians. At the same time, the media circus surrounding publication of a controversial French study has continued to stoke the flames of public opinion.
The Chinese state was once an aggressive proponent of genetically modified (GM) food. In 2008, the state poured $3.8 billion into a 10-year R&D program on GM crops and animals. By 2009, China was on track to be the first to commercialize a pest-resistant version of the country's staple crop, Bacillus thuringiensis toxin (Bt) rice (Nat. Biotechnol. 28, 8, 2010), after state officials issued safety certificates. At the same time, a feed crop, a variety of maize that produces phytase to enable animals to better utilize phosphorus in feed was approved in 2009. Both approvals had to be followed by additional production trials, which would have meant another five years for GM seeds to be available for commercial purposes.
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