







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	nature biotechnology

	news

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	News
	Published: 10 October 2012



                    Social networks attempt to spark academic–industry collaborations

                    	Arlene Weintraub1 



                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Nature Biotechnology

                        volume 30, pages 901–902 (2012)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        607 Accesses

                    
	
                        3 Citations

                    
	
                            5 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
    
        Subjects

        	Biotechnology
	Communication


    


                
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    
                
            
            This article has been updated

        

    
    

                
            


        
            

            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                In certain respects, the Knode model is not completely new. In addition to such databases as the US National Library of Medicine's PubMed (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez) and Elsevier's SciVerse (http://www.info.sciverse.com/what-sciverse), recent years have witnessed the development of several online services that enable not only the identification of key researchers in a certain field but also galvanize interactions among those researchers. These services, including http://www.biomedexperts.com; http://www.researchgate.net/; http://academia.edu/ and http://www.iamscientist.com/, have common themes, such as enabling researchers to share information about themselves and the data they generate, follow competitors in their field, form collaborative groups and even engage donors to fund projects.
Knode is also a social networking tool—akin to LinkedIn or Facebook—but it is specifically focused on enabling networking between translational researchers. The site provides profiles of scientists, listing their specialties, patents, grants and publications—essentially information that is publicly available data posted on the web. The company aims to have profiles from researchers both in industry and in academia. Unlike other social networks, Knode does not require scientists to opt into the service or to constantly update their profiles; the algorithms they use to scrape publicly accessibly sites for the information do this automatically. Knode is also in the process of adding additional features, including the ability for scientists to list technologies or assets they have available for licensing.
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