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New biotech patents continue to is-
sue. Biogen was granted a U.S. pat-
ent, similar to the one it already holds
in Europe, for production of recom-
binant alpha interferons. Also, Cetus
Corp. (Emeryville, CA) received a
U.S. composition-of-matter patent
for microbially produced disulfide-
containing proteins, including inter-
leukin-2 and beta interferon.

In product news, Cetus introduced
two monoclonal antibody-based tests
for prostate cancer, the Cetus Epich-
rome™ PAP and Cetus Epichrome™
PA tests. Integrated Genetics (Fra-
mingham, MA) is now marketing its
first product, a DNA probe-based test
kit to detect Salmonella in food.

On the scientific front, Cetus an-
nounced that it has become the first
to clone and express biologically ac-
tive colony stimulating factor-1 (CSF-
1), which could be useful in treating
infectious diseases and cancer. Gen-
entech (South San Fancisco, CA) re-
ported discovering a hormone that
inhibits the release of the hormone
prolactin, which is related to fertility.

Recent agreements:

® Monsanto (St. Louis, MO) an-
nounced that it plans to acquire G.D.
Searle (Skokie, IL) for $2.7 billion, a
move that may help Monsanto com-
mercialize its biotechnology products.

® Corning Glass Works (Corning,
NY) and CIBA-Geigy Ltd. (Basel,
Switzerland) formed a joint venture
called CIBA Corning Diagnostics
Corp. to develop medical diagnostic
products.

® CIBA-Geigy also agreed to pay
Genentech about $42 million for ex-
clusive rights to certain of Genen-
tech’s animal health care products,
including animal interferons.

® Stryker Corp. (Kalamazoo, MI)
and Creative Biomolecules (Hopkin-
ton, MA) reached a long-term agree-
ment covering research, develop-
ment, and supply of human osteo-
genic protein for repair of bone
defects and as a bone graft substitute.
® Triton Biosciences (Alameda,
CA), a division of Shell Oil, and Tech-
nicon (Tarrytown, NY), a subsidiary
of Revlon, will develop and market an
automatic immunoassay instrument
and associated clinical laboratory as-
says.

® Nova Pharmaceutical Corp. (Bal-
timore, MD) obtained rights to phar-
maceutical applications for over
1,000 chemicals from the Institut de

Recherche Chimique Appliquee.

® Cambridge BioScience Corp.
(Hopkinton, MA) will manufacture
and supply monoclonal antibody-
based feline leukemia virus (FeLV)
diagnostic kits to Norden Labora-
tories (Lincoln, NE) for sale to the
veterinary community.

® Technogenetics (New York, NY)
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has received certain international
marketing rights to the AIDS blood-
screening test kit developed and man-
ufactured by Cellular Products (Buf-
falo, NY).

® Kraft (Glenview, IL) plans to mar-
ket VegiSnax, the ready-to-eat vege-
tables developed by DNA Plant Tech-
nology (Cinnaminson, NJ).

Membrane filtration
for biotechnology

Pasilac-DDS RO/UF/MF technology
enhances concentration, separa-
tion and purification; and cuts
costs in the process.

The thin channel, high velocity de-
sign of the Pasilac-DDS system gives
you higher flux rates and minimizes
fouling. Low internal volume provides
short product hold-up time. The
closed system prevents contamina-
tion and delivers higher cell concen-

simple. And only the membranes are
changed-never the support structure.
Exact lab-to-production scale-uB
Unlike other systems, Pasilac-DDS
designs its lab units to provide exact
scale-up to RO/UF/MF production
equipment. So, no matter what youre
working with—antibiotics, cell har-
vesting, biopolymers, enzymes, etc.—
you'll know exactly what results to
expect from a full scale Pasilac-DDS
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