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Around the world in a month

SCOTLAND
The first fully 
automated DNA 

production facility in the 
UK opens. The Edinburgh 
Genome Foundry, housed at 
the University of Edinburgh’s 
School of Biological 
Sciences, will design, build 
and test large sections 
of DNA using large-scale 
robotic processes. It will 
also support an international 
project to synthesize the 
entire yeast genome. 

 CANADA
Health Canada 
and the 

Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency approve 
AquaBounty Technologies’ 
GM salmon for sale as 
food. The AquAdvantage 
Salmon, the first GM food 
animal to be approved for 
sale in Canada, will be sold 
without a GM label after 
Health Canada determined 
it does not pose a health 
risk. AquaBounty initiates 
field trials in Brazil and 
Argentina.

CHINA
The Chinese Board of Genetic Counseling and 
Children’s Hospital of Fudan University in Shanghai 

launch a project to analyze the genomes of 100,000 newborns 
in the next five years, to better identify, understand and treat 
hereditary diseases. The hospital also launches an embryo genome 
database to bolster embryonic research and improve diagnosis.

PHILIPPINES
The Philippine Supreme 

Court unanimously reverses its 
December 2015 ruling temporarily 
stopping the field testing, 
propagation, commercialization 
and importation of GMOs into the 
country. The court said that the 
case should have been dismissed 
in December, after the completion 
and termination of the Bt talong 
(eggplant) trials and the expiration 
of biosafety permits in 2012. 

ECUADOR
A government report 
has named the biggest 

“biopirates” of Ecuador’s genetic 
resources. The US, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Australia and South 
Korea were responsible for 113 
of 128 applications or patents 
identified. Ecuador plans to file 
applications to annul the patents, 
said Hernán Núñez, executive 
director of the Ecuadorian Institute 
of Intellectual Property, which 
coauthored the report.
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