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                That's not to say safety concerns around obesity drugs have been put to rest. Indeed the two drugsâ€”Belviq (lorcaserin) from San Diego-based Arena Pharmaceuticals, approved June 27, and Qsymia (topiramate/phentermine) from Mountain View, Californiaâ€“based Vivus and partner Tokyo-based Eisai Pharmaceuticals, approved July 17â€”were delayed by nearly two years, in part owing to concerns about cardiovascular side effects. But Thomas Hughes, president and CEO of Cambridge, Massachusettsâ€“based Zafgen, which is developing a drug for obesity, says the â€œfog has lifted.â€�
â€œThere was a period of many years of failure in the pharma space, unwillingness in the regulatory space to approve obesity drugs, and there were companies struggling to get approval. I would meet people who said they would never invest in obesity,â€� Hughes says, adding that now the investor climate is â€œabsolutely different.â€�
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