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                We have a dilemma. Trial costs are spiralling upwards, trials are getting bigger...it's getting harder to measure endpoints. The old paradigm just isn't working. Brian Swartz, Ziopharm Oncology, New York
At a July meeting in Washington, DC, FDA deputy commissioner for medical and scientific affairs Scott Gottlieb, laid out the agency's plan to develop five guidance papers over the next several years. Although not binding, the documents will help drug companies design and implement adaptive trials that the FDA considers up to snuff. â€œWe have a dilemma. [Trial] costs are spiraling upwards, trials are getting bigger, patient resources are shrinking, there are a lot of drugs in the pipeline, and it's getting harder to measure endpoints. The old paradigm just isn't working,â€� says Brian Schwartz, senior vice president for research at Ziopharm Oncology, of New York.
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