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            Off-label prescribing is a fundamental fact of life of healthcare systems, but the promotion of off-label uses by drug sponsors is a fundamental sin. Regulators, legislators and drug makers are wrestling to find the right balance.
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                    Figure 1: Off-label prescription of drugs by functional class.[image: ]



                


                
            

            
                References
	Silverman, E. Amgen and Enbrel marketing: crossing another line? Pharmalot (February 6, 2008) http://www.pharmalot.com/2008/02/amgen-enbrel-marketing-crossing-another-line/

	Radley, D.C. et al. Arch. Intern. Med. 166, 1021â€“1026 (2006).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Casali, P.G. Ann. Oncol. 18, 1923â€“1925 (2007).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	BBC News. Tighter drug trial laws promised, March 6, 2008.

	Conroy, S., Newman, C. & Gudka, S. Ann. Oncol. 14, 42â€“47 (2003).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Boos, J. Ann. Oncol. 14, 1â€“5 (2003).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Goldstein, J. The FDA contradicts Genentech on eye drug. The Wall Street Journal Health Blog (June 17, 2008) http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2008/06/17/fda-contradicts-genentech-on-eye-drug/

	Avorn, J. & Soumerai, S.B. N. Engl. J. Med. 308, 1457â€“1463 (1983).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Avorn, J. et al. N. Engl. J. Med. 327, 168â€“173 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Author notes	Mark Ratner and Trisha Gura: Mark Ratner is a contributing writer to FDC-Windhover and a contributing editor to Nature Biotechnology.


Authors and Affiliations
	Trisha Gura is a Boston-based writer and former Knight fellow., 
Trisha Gura


Authors	Mark RatnerView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Trisha GuraView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Ratner, M., Gura, T. Off-label or off-limits?.
                    Nat Biotechnol 26, 867â€“875 (2008). https://doi.org/10.1038/nbt0808-867
Download citation
	Issue Date: August 2008

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/nbt0808-867


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Implementation of a publication strategy in the context of reporting biases. A case study based on new documents from NeurontinÂ® litigation
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	S Swaroop Vedula
	Palko S Goldman
	Kay Dickersin


                                
                                Trials (2012)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Avastin as good as Lucentis
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Mark Ratner


                                
                                Nature Biotechnology (2011)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Pfizer settles largest ever fraud suit for off-label promotion
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Mark Ratner


                                
                                Nature Biotechnology (2009)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Aims & Scope
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Content Types
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Web Feeds
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Posters
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    Submission Guidelines
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Reviewers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature Biotechnology (Nat Biotechnol)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1546-1696 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 1087-0156 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	protocols.io
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    [image: ]







[image: ]
