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                The company, Nanjing Legend Biotech, announced on June 5 that its autologous T cells, transduced to express a CAR that targets B-cell maturation antigen (BCMA)â€”a protein involved in fueling myeloma growth that is found only on malignant plasma cells but not on other types of cell lineagesâ€”led to reduced cancer burden in all 35 myeloma patients treated so far. Among the 19 participants who had been followed for at least four months in the phase 1 safety trial, 14 had met the criteria for a 'stringent complete response', meaning no detectable tumor cells in the bone marrow and no M protein in the serum or urine; the rest were partial responders with 4 of 5 patients achieving near-complete remission.
â€œWe have observed revolutionary, quick and durable remission in multiple myeloma patients,â€� Wanhong Zhao, a hematologist at the Second Affiliated Hospital of Xi'an Jiaotong University in China, told ASCO attendees at a press briefing.
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