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                For decades, academic researchers have bemoaned the fact that many pharmaceutical companies are secretive about compounds in development, particularly those that are not even being pursued because of business or other considerations not related to safety. These compounds, many argue, represent a great starting point from which to search for drugs for various conditions. â€œThe compounds being made available have already been subjected to years of research and lots of money, now they are being made available to the entire brain trust of NIH,â€� says Kathy Hudson, NIH deputy director for science, outreach and policy.
â€œThere may be knowledge out there we don't know about,â€� says Steve Felstead, vice president of clinical research at Pfizer in New York. â€œWe don't tend to cover every possible therapeutic indication when we study compounds; perhaps the wider community can facilitate some new clinical or preclinical studies that will give us vital new information.â€�
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