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AUTOIMMUNE DISEASE PRODUCTS/ 

Reagents. 
A range of pm·e recombinant proteins 

are available from Amrad (Victoria, 
Australia). They include La (SS-A), Ro 
(SS-B), Ul-RNP, Sm, TSH receptor, 
Thyroid peroxidase, Topo 1 (Scl-70), 
PBC 74kD, and Centromere B. All re
combinant proteins are produced in an 
r_·.coli system, and are supplied freeze
dried. 

Write in 803 on Reader Seroice Card 

ANA. 
From MarDx Diagnostics (Carlsbad, 

C..A) comes a 180 determination, anti
nuclear antibody (ANA) test kit using 
HEp-2 (human epithelial cell) substrate 
18-well slides. The HEp-2 slides provide 
recognizable antigenic patterns, even 
cell distribution, clean background, and 
positive SSA. In this indirect immun
ofluorescent antibody test, the HEp-2 
cell serves as a substrate to detect a wide 
variety of ANA. Although many sub
strates may be used to detect ANA, tis
sue cell culture lines such asHEp-2 have 
the advantage of a large, easy-to-read 
nucleus. They also bind some anti
nuclear antibodies that are non-reac
tive with tissue section substrates. 
Screening for these antibodies is rou
tinely done on patients with various 
connective tissue diseases, particularly 
systemic lupus erythematosis. 

Write in 807 on Reader Seroice Card 

Sets. 
From Stratagene (La Jolla, CA) comes 

a selection of primers for use in PCR
mediated detection oflymphokine and 
cytokine gene expression. The primer 
sets provide sensitive vehicles for mea
suring multiple message RNA from a 
small number of murine or human cells. 
They detect unique sequences within 
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transcripts of the gene of interest, dis
play optimal behavior under conditions 
of high stringency, and yield a product 
that spans intron-extron junctions, 
thereby ensuring that the PCR product 
is derived from mRNA. 

Write in 802 on Reader Seroice Card 

Kit. 
A Western blot assay kit for the deter

mination of specificity of human sera 
samples for a wide range of autoim
mune diseases is now available from 
Cellon (Luxembourg) . The extract used 
in the Western blot strips include 
autoantigens Sm, RNP, La, Ro, Scl-70, 
ribosomal antigens PO, Pl, and P2, 
mitochondrial antigens M2 and M9, 
and antigens that may indicate the pres
ence of autoimmunity without being 
markers for specific diseases. The strips 
can be used in the identification of 
systemic lupus erythematosis , 
scleroderma, Sjogren 's syndrome, and 
primary biliary cirrhosis, and are de
rived from a special HEp-2 human cell 
extract separated by 10% SDS polyac
l)'lamide gel electrophoresis and trans
ferred passively to nitrocellulose. 

Write in 805 on Reader Seroice Card 

CIC ELISA. 
Circulating immune complexes (CIC) 

are formed by the interaction of anti
bodies with immunogenic antigens. ere 
have been associated with a variety of 
diseases, ranging from autoimmune, 
rheumatic, infectious, and metabolic 
diseases to renal, hematological, neo
plastic, and many other diseases. The 
Clq solid phase assay from Buhlmann 
Laboratories (Basel, Switzerland) is 
particularly suitable for monitoring the 
disease state of systemic lupus erythe
matosis patients: CIC values obtained 
with this assay show a good correlation 
with high titers of dsDNA antibodies 
and with depressed total complement 
activity. The Buhlmann CIC kit uses a 

microtiterplate format with 96 wells. 
Write in 804 on Reader Service CaTd 

ASO. 
Beckman Instruments (Fullerton, C'..A) 

offers an antistreptolysin 0 test kit that 
is based on genetically engineered strep
tolysin 0, the new ASO assay that is 
virtually free of any cross-reactive anti
gens. It provides an accurate, reproduc
ible, and reliable test for rheumatic 
panel protein analysis. The assay stan
dardization is traceable to WHO, and 
its initial measuring range is 50 to 80 
IU /mL with an extended range of 50 to 
1600 IU I mL. Free ofhemolytic activity, 
the test minimizes exposure to poten
tially infectious agents. 

Write in 801 on Reader Semice Card 

Stuff. 
Polyfiltronics (Rockland, MA) offers a 

range of plastics and filter disposables 
for STD research. The range is suitable 
for DNA, RNA, MAB, PAB, and tradi
tional chemical diagnostics and sample 
collections. The range includes dipstiks, 
cardtest, single- and multi-well devices, 
96-well filter bottom plates, beads, and 
micro-syringe fitters. The company pro
vides custom OEM and standard prod
ucts using a wide range of membranes. 

Write in 806 on Reader Service Card 
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