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ACCIDllffAL as IIOallATION 
To the editor: 

I n his Letter to the Editor (Bio/Tech­
nology 6:217, Feb. '88), George 

Moore refers to "the development of 
AIDS from accidental inoculation of 
scientific personnel." I am not aware 
of any references that support this; to 
the contrary, the AIDS Report in the 
Nov. 23, 1987, issue of Chemical and 
Engineering N ews cites data from the 
Center for Disease Control that all 
such known cases are asymptomatic. 

William Phares, Ph.D. 
Department of Molecular Biology 

Wendell M. Stanley Hall 
University of California 

Berkeley, CA 94720 

AIIOIIB IIIJM SUPPUa 
To the editor: 

I would like to update information 
that appears in the article on 

"Chromatography and Affinity Sepa­
rations" (Bio/Technology 6: 158-165, 
Feb. '88). The table on page 165 
refers to hydromethylmethacrylate 

(HEMA) being available from various 
companies, but it neglects one. In 
January 1987, an agreement was con­
cluded with the Czech producers of 
HEMA and holders of patents relat­
ing to this compound for exclusive 
sales rights in the West via a new co­
venture company called Tessek (Aar­
hus, Denmark), SI-percent owned by 
VHJ Tesla (Brno, Czechoslovakia) 
and 49-percent owned by Senetek 
PLC (London). 

IIIATUM 

B. F. C. Clark 
Tessek A/S 

444 Castro St., #7 IO 
Mountain View, CA 94041 

To the editor: 

We wish to call attention to an 
error in our paper entitled "A 

Modified Human Tissue Plasmino­
gen Activator with Extended Half­
Life In Vivo" (Bio/Technology 5:953-
958, Sept. '87). 

In the paper, we described a mu­
tant protein reported to have an as-
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paragine mutated to glutamine at po­
sition 45 1 in the amino acid sequence. 
In fact, the protein characterized in 
this study had this substitution at po­
sition 120, not position 451. The 
source of this error was an accidental 
switch of plasmids coding for the two 
mutants prior to cell line transforma­
tion and study of the recombinant 
proteins. We were alerted to this 
problem in peptide-mapping studies 
of the protein performed after the 
publication of the manuscript. Nei­
ther we nor the manuscript's review­
ers were aware of our switch prior to 
publication. We apologize to our col­
leagues in the field and to your read­
ership for any confusion this may 
have caused . 

David Lau 
Gregory Kuzma 

Cha-Mer Wei 
David Livingston 

Nancy Hsiung 
Integrated Genetics 
31 New York Ave. 

Framingham, MA 01701 
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