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CULTURE MEDIA 

Clonetics Corp.'s (San Diego, CA) se
rum-free keratinocyte growth medi
um (KGM™) is included in the com
pany's EpiPack® kit for culturing nor
mal human epidermal keratinocytes. 
KGM promotes the growth of a varie
ty of other epithelial cell types , as 
well, and eliminates the cytotoxicity 
and enzyme inactivation that can oc
cur with serum-based media. In addi
tion to KGM, the kit contains cul
tured normal human epidermal kera
tinocytes (NHEK), which can be used 
as an in vitro model for research in 
toxicology, cancer, dermatology, im
munology, and gene expression. Es
tablished correlations between 
NHEK responses to irritants and 
those of live animals in the Draize Eye 
and Skin Irritancy tests offer the pos
sibility of substituting NHEK studies 
for in vivo experiments. 
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The clear, flat well bottoms of Cel
Cult multiwell plates from Sterilin 
(Middlesex, U.K.) make this product 
useful not only for tissue culture as
say systems but also for other tech
niques in which small samples must 
be kept in closed containers for mi
croscopic examination. The plates fit 
standard microscope multiwell trans
port stages and are available sterile or 
non-sterile, with or without lids, and 
in 24- and 96-well versions. 
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Origen T• hybridoma cloning factor 
(HCF) spurs the growth of murine 
hybridoma cell lines. Its manufactur
er, lgen (Rockville, MD), reports that 
Origen HCF is more efficient and 
easier to use than feeder layers and 
conditioned media, and that it allows 
hybridomas to be cloned at lower cell 
densities . Partially purified and filter
sterilized, Origen HCF is derived 
from continuous macrophage cell 
lines. It remains stable for at least six 
months at -20°C, and is supplied in 
50 ml bottles at I OX concentration. 
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Tissue culture flasks from J. Bibby 
Science Products (Stone, Staffs , U.K.) 
rely on a canted neck design to maxi
mize cell recovery in applications 
such as vaccine production. Based on 
a unique Corning design , Bibby flasks 
are strong and leak-resistant, and 
have a shallow profile for economical 
use of space when large number of 
flasks must be stored. 
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Pre-aliquoted transformation media 
add to the convenience of Ultra
comp ™, an E. coli transformation kit 
from lnvitrogen (San Diego, CA). 
The kit includes ultra-rich S.O.C. me
dium, competent £ . coli, and pre
aliquoted test plasmid sufficient for 
l O transformations. lnvitrogen offers 
nine different strains of the orga
nism, selected for insert stability and 
adaptability to special cloning and 
analysis strategies. Ultracomp kits are 
packaged with five aliquots of either 
0.2 ml or I ml. 
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