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Around the world in a month

SOUTH 
AFRICA
Aviation giant 

Boeing joins the South 
African government, South 
African Airways, energy 
company SKYNRG, the 
Roundtable on Sustainable 
Biomaterials and the World 
Wide Fund for Nature to 
identify and develop biofuel 
feedstocks in Africa. African 
aviation made history in July 
2016, when SAA Boeing 
737-800s flew the first-ever 
flights in Africa powered by 
biofuel made from tobacco 
plants.

UGANDA
Scientists at 
the National 

Agricultural Research 
Laboratories developing 
pest-resistant and vitamin-
fortified GM bananas submit 
an application to the National 
Biosafety Committee, asking 
for permission to cook and 
consume their product. The 
initial tasting will be done by 
a panel of scientists and later 
testing would be expanded to 
include members of the public.

CANADA
Cancer patients will be able to have their tumors molecularly 
profiled as part of a national effort to expedite clinical trial 

enrollments. Led by the non-profit Exactis Innovation, the program aims to 
receive up to 2,000 samples a year. Clinical hubs located in Ontario, Quebec, 
New Brunswick and Alberta will perform the sequencing studies and collect 
data from solid tumors, liquid biopsies and immuno-oncology analyses.

TAIWAN
Taiwan’s Industrial 
Technology 

Research Institute partners 
with Merck KGaA to form the 
Biopharma R&D & Training 
Collaboration Program in order 
to strengthen the country’s 
biopharma sector. The institute 
will combine its R&D resources 
with technologies and 
manufacturing processes from 
Merck to cultivate highly skilled 
biopharma manufacturing 
professionals.

FRANCE
Seven 
French health 

competitiveness clusters 
create a network of large 
companies, academic 
institutions, hospitals and 
local authorities active 
in the health sector in 
France and abroad. The 
collaboration brings together 
Alsace Biovalley, Atlanpole 
Biotherapies, Cancer-
Bio-Santé, Eurobiomed, 
Lyonbiopole, Medicen Paris 
Region and Nutrition-Health-
Longevity, comprising 1,300 
members, including 1,000 
SMEs.
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