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                The twist is that STX-100, the humanized monoclonal antibody (mAb) against integrin Î±vÎ²6 at the center of the transaction, was originally developed in Biogen Idec's laboratories. The company had shelved it but then one of its own former executives, Michael Gilman, saw great potential in STX-100, and launched Stromedix around the mAb in 2007. Gilman left Biogen Idec in 2005 to join Atlas Ventures of Cambridge, Massachusetts. Now he's back at Biogen Idec, leading the early-stage development program for the drug.
STX-100 binds integrin Î±vÎ²6 and prevents it from activating transforming growth factor beta (TGF-Î²)â€”the â€œground zeroâ€� driver of fibrosis, as Gilman calls it. TGF-Î², he says, is the key molecule that initiates and maintains the excessive myofibroblastic activity that causes fibrosis. TGF-Î² has many beneficial effects throughout the body, but Î±vÎ²6 seems to be produced at much higher levels in injured tissues, particularly the lung, liver and kidney. Targeting the integrin is thus an attractive proposition, although STX-100 is still at an early stage of development in a relatively poorly understood disease.
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