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                Voluntary health agencies (VHAs) are important sponsors of biomedical research. The research institutions they fund have increased their efforts to commercialize inventions resulting from sponsored research. At the same time, VHA trustees are increasingly interested in recovering a share of their investment in research by sharing royalties recovered by research institutions. Research institutions have found these efforts to be intrusive, often in conflict with the US Bayh-Dole Act governing rights to inventions developed with federal funding, and therefore frequently counterproductive. Unless a dialogue is established between research institutions and VHAs to resolve this conflict, we argue here that their common mission of fostering research to prevent or cure human disease may be compromised.

The role of VHAs
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