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he points out. At the same time, he feels that 
the only way to get funding at the scale needed 
to sustain the agency is through the initiative 
process. “I don’t have another option,” he said. 

Both Klein and his non-profit Americans 
for Cures, as well as the CIRM have been col-
lecting testimonials and first-person accounts 
on how patients’ lives have been improved by 
the ongoing research programs. Loring feels 
these personal stories are compelling and may 
help in the upcoming campaign: “Even if they 
haven’t been helped, they have hope. It’s real 
hope, it’s not hype anymore. I’m afraid there 
was a bit more of that than was necessary the 
first time around, but now people in California 
have become more educated about what stem 
cells can do and can’t do.”

Laura DeFrancesco Senior Editor

since been rescinded (although they might 
come back). Furthermore, CIRM has been 
battered by heavy criticism over the years. 
Last February, in 2017, Joseph Rodota, who 
has held various political appointments in 
California, and Bernard Munos, senior fellow 
at FasterCures in Washington DC, wrote in 
the Sacramento Bee that the CIRM had failed 
to live up to the promises, among them shar-
ing royalties with the state, which the stem 
cell agency had projected would generate mil-
lions in revenues. The two authors suggested 
issuing bonds that would be focused on 
entrepreneurs rather than academics, to be 
administered by the University of California, 
which would take an equity position in the 
programs and, hence, share in any revenue 
generated. Consumer Watchdog’s Simpson 

feels that bonds are not the proper way to 
fund research, but rather it should be funded 
through a budget process. “The CIRM should 
operate much as the NIH operates, which is 
to say, that it is funded by the legislative body 
on a year-to-year basis and then it goes for-
ward and makes grants,” he says. But CIRM 
has rejected this path.

Yet, Klein finds it unimaginable that 
California’s citizens would not follow through, 
given what he feels is at stake for patients. 
“You have 50% of all the biotech research 
capacity in one state, where you have [a] tre-
mendous aggregation of philanthropic capi-
tal. California provides a unique platform to 
sustain a stem cell revolution in medicine and 
interface with genomics, precision medicine, 
which cannot be duplicated in other states,” 
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GHANA
Merck KGaA agrees to provide 
technology and training for a 

dedicated human vaccine manufacturing facility 
to be built in Accra, next to the University of 
Ghana. The German company says it is “fostering 
its presence” in Africa, where it already has 
ties with Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Nigeria and 
Ethiopia, among others. 

INDIA
Hyderabad-based 
Bharat Biotech’s infant-

safe typhoid vaccine, Typbar TCV, 
is approved by the World Health 
Organization, paving the way for its 
purchase by donors, including UN 
agencies, for use in poor countries. 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, 
announces an $85-million outlay 
for doses to be given to children 
starting next year. 

SWEDEN
Immunovia, of 
Lund, initiates the 

world’s largest study of new 
onset diabetes patients in a 
prospective pancreatic cancer 
study with Uppsala University 
and Lund University Diabetic 
Center. The company will access 
up to 6,000 individuals with 
diabetes for prospective testing 
with its proprietary blood-based 
biomarker signature assay.
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RUSSIA & UNITED 
KINGDOM 
The Moscow-based 

Skolkovo Foundation and the AMR Centre in 
Alderley Park, Cheshire, UK, are to collaborate 
on projects to combat the global problem of 
antimicrobial resistance. The AMR Centre will 
provide R&D expertise and funding assistance 
to Skolkovo-based small and medium-sized 
enterprises for the preclinical development of 
new therapies and diagnostics for antimicrobial 
resistance. 
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