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                Several years ago, researchers used genetic engineering to create significantly 'smarter' mice, demonstrating that a seemingly minor genetic alteration can improve performance on a wide range of learning and memory tasks1. Now, in a kind of evolutionary balancing act, they're about to create enhanced cats. The good news for the rodents is that the cats won't be smarter or quicker, but only less allergenic to humans2. The bad news for us is that the potential advent of genetic enhancement is prompting calls for the creation of new regulatory agencies with sweeping powers to curb experiments.
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