
of physicians and other healthcare 
professionals, the Public Health Genetics 
Unit, a core facility of the CGKP, is 
accredited for the training of specialist 
registrars in public health medicine and 
specialist genetics training.

On a broader level CGKP public health 
physician Hilary Burton last year produced 
the report ‘Addressing genetics, delivering 
health: A framework for developing 
competency in genetics for health profes-
sionals in the UK’3, the result of a two-year 
consultation process commissioned by 
the UK Department of Health and the 
Wellcome Trust (London) to develop a 
national strategy for the education of health 
professionals in genetics. Because of the in-
creasing prominence of genetics in health-
care, a suitably forward-looking approach 
to education in this field required input 
from all those groups likely to be involved 
in the future. The consultation process 
involved extensive research into current 
levels of knowledge, attitudes and require-
ments among a wide range of stakeholder 
groups: patients and carers, specialists in 
postgraduate medicine, nursing, midwifery 
and health visiting, primary care, pharmacy 
practice, dietetic practice and health service 
managers. The project brought together a 
wide range of different health professional 
groups, researchers, genetics experts 
and specialists in medical education to 
consider the needs of different groups for 
education in genetics and effective ways 

of providing the necessary knowledge and 
skills. Research into currently available 
educational resources in genetics, including 
the role of pharmaceutical companies in ge-
netics education provided additional input 
to the project, and a strategic framework 
supported by all professional groups was 
produced from a final workshop. A national 
steering group to oversee the strategy for 
genetics education has been esta blished as a 
direct result of this report.

It is our belief that the Knowledge Park 
multi-disciplinary model works well and 
could benefit researchers in many other 
areas whose technology is to be applied 
in medicine. In fact, the phenomenon of 
interdisciplinarity is one that has become of 
considerable interest to sections of the social 
science community4.

Ireena Dutta, Philippa C Brice & 
Susan Wallace

Cambridge Genetics Knowledge Park, 
Strangeways Research Laboratory, Wort’s 
Causeway, Cambridge, CB1 8RN, UK.
e-mail: ireena.dutta@srl.cam.ac.uk

1. Cambridge Genetics Knowledge Park. Cancer Therapeu-
tics in the ‘Omics’ Era—Moving Towards Practical Appli-
cation in the National Health Service. London, March 12 
(2004).

2. Brice, P. Health Serv. J. 114, 24–25 (2004).
3. Burton, H. Addressing Genetics Delivering Health: A Strat-

egy for Advancing the Dissemination and Application of 
Genetics Knowledge Throughout our Health Professionals 
(Public Health Genetics Unit, Cambridge, UK, 2003).

4. Strathern, M. Commons and Borderlands: Working 
Papers on Interdisciplinarity, Accountability and the Flow 
of Knowledge (Sean Kingston Publishing, Oxford, UK, 
2004).

Pharmacrops and bioterror
To the editor:
Richard Gilmore’s article in the December 
issue entitled ‘US food safety under siege?’ 
(Nat. Biotechnol. 22, 1503–1505, 2004) 
rightly points out the vulnerability of 
US agriculture to terrorist attack. The 
production, through genetic modification, of 
pathogen-resistant crops and animals is one 
of Gilmore’s recommended counterattacks 
to the diseases and pathogens that might be 
used against us.

It might be productive for the biotech 
industry to first consider how genetically 
modified crops themselves could contribute 
to terrorist attacks. Just a few bushels of 
‘pharmcorn’ producing a swine vaccine 
could, if strategically planted by terrorists, 
contaminate virtually the entire US corn 
supply and close international markets to 
us for years. Such crops are being planted 

in open fields throughout the United States, 
without fences or guards of any kind. The 
USDA’s policy of not publicly revealing 
pharmaceutical crop locations other than by 
county is supposed to keep such crops out 
of the wrong hands. However, it is hard to 
imagine that relatively small fields requiring 
specialized equipment and multiple 
USDA inspections would not be readily 
recognizable to someone looking for them.

It would seem that before genetically 
modifying all of our crops and animals, there 
are simpler and more obvious steps that 
should be taken to protect the food supply.

Suzanne Wuerthele

Regional Toxicologist, US EPA Region 8, 
Denver Place, Suite 300, 999 18th Street, Denver, 
Colorado 80202, USA.
e-mail: Wuerthele.Suzanne@epamail.epa.gov
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