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iTHE FIRST WORD 

Bioffechnology 
to become 

Nature Biotechnology 

I n March of this very new year, Bio/I'echnology will expand its peer-reviewed 
research section and become Nature Biotechnology. It will look different, more 
journal-like in its demeanor, and we hope, be easier to read. What this means 

substantively is that we will be able to broaden and deepen the amount and kind of 
research we publish. This renewed focus on research will also be reflected in the news 
and features sections, which will continue to be essential components of the journal. 

Why are we becoming Nature Biotechnology? The decision was not taken lightly. 
When Bio/Technology began publication in March 1983, there was more in the way 
of good intentions than research going on. But now, when there is an extraordinary 
amount of high-quality research underway, it has become clear that it is time to 
reemphasize that it is the journal of the research technologies that drive innovation 
wherever biotechnology is put to use. Central to our decision to become Nature 
Biotechnology was the fact that, in all our surveys, you, our readers, ranked advances 
in research as the most significant force in the development of biotechnology. And 
the most significant force in your working lives. And the most significant subject you 
would like to read about in these pages. 

And who exactly are you? One answer is a broad and international audience of 
biologists, biochemists, biophysicists, and bioengineers, working primarily in 
research or in research and development. A significant minority are in senior 
commercial and administrative positions within biotechnology or biotechnology­
related companies. But the truest answer is anyone who uses, or thinks about the use 
of, the tools of modem biology to address the real-world problems confronted by the 
biotechnology, phannaceutical, and agricultural, among many other, industries. 

As noted in our call for papers (p. 27), Nature Biotechnology will extend the efforts 
begun by Bio/I'echnology, seeking out and publishing peer-reviewed research 
reports and reviews from the best industrial and academic laboratories around the 
world. Research published in Nature Biotechnology will begin at the level of basic 
mechanism and extend all the way to commercial realization. Rapid publication after 
peer review, already a mainstay of the research section, will continue. 

In addition to more research, Nature Biotechnology will continue to bring you the 
news and features that you have come to expect from Bio/I'echnology. Nature 
Biotechnology will be for scientists who know their business. Their main business, 
certainly, is research, but it is a rare lab these days that practices only pure, 
knowledge-oriented research and can support all its efforts with government 
funding. Thus, commercial and regulatory developments and the interactions 
between them and the research community are crucial; no working scientist can 
afford to be uninformed about the business of science. All research occurs in a social 
and economic context, and we plan to bring you that context as best we are able. In 
addition to its important archival function, we see Nature Biotechnology as a vital 
organ of dialogue about biological research, the ways it is used as technology, and 
the ways those technologies become commercial realities. 

I believe you will be pleased, as both readers and potential authors, with the changes 
you will find in the March 1996 issue. Editorial staff members both in New York and 
in London are very enthusiastic about the opportunity to bring you more research and 
more research news. Innovation, in research and in business, will be the key to 
success in the 21st century-and Nature Biotechnology will specialize in such 
innovation. 

Over the past 13 years, Bio/Technology has set the standard for the publication of 
significant research results in the many disciplines that encompass present-day 
industrial biology. In officially identifying ourselves with the other journals of the 
Nature group, we are embracing a 126-year tradition of excellence both in research 
and in science journalism. We intend to contribute our share to its continuity. 

-SUSAN HASSLER 
E-mail: s.hassler@natureny.com 
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