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Second-quarter biotech job picture
Michael Francisco

The second quarter of 2018 brought several expansion announce-
ments from pharmaceutical and biotech companies. Amgen plans 

to build a $160-million biologics manufacturing plant on its campus in 
West Greenwich, Rhode Island. The company did not specify which drugs 
would be produced at the new facility, but said the plant would use portable, 
smaller and disposable equipment which “provides greater flexibility and 
speed when manufacturing different medicines simultaneously,” and also 
eliminates “costly and complex retrofitting inherent in standard facilities.” 

Tokyo-based Eisai announced that its US subsidiary will launch the 
Eisai Center for Genetics Guided Dementia Discovery in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, in early 2019 with a three-year, $100-million invest-
ment. The center will focus on treatments for Alzheimer’s disease and 
other dementias guided by genetics research. 

WuXi Biologics announced plans for the construction of a 
$394-million biologics manufacturing facility in Dundalk, Ireland, 
which would be the world’s largest facility using single-use bioreactors 
and would create 400 jobs. Additionally, WuXi said it plans to build a 
$60-million, 150-employee biologics production facility in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, the company’s first in the United States and eleventh 
overall. WuXi said the facility will be the first US site with continuous 
bioprocessing capabilities, and will have an early-stage bioprocess 
development laboratory. 

 AstraZeneca unveiled its new research facility in South San 
Francisco, California on May 23. The new location consolidates five 
of the company’s Bay Area sites and will host around 400 employ-
ees from its TIDE (Technology Innovation & Delivery Excellence) 
unit as well as subsidiaries Acerta Pharma, MedImmune, and Pearl 
Therapeutics. Plans for the facility were announced in 2016, with 
AstraZeneca saying the location would help the company source tal-
ent and partnerships, provide convenient access to suppliers, and also 
allow it to cut operating costs.

Finally, Alexandria Real Estate Equities announced the expansion 
of its Alexandria LaunchLabs incubator to Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
The site has the capacity to house 20 to 40 startups, depending on 
company size. Alexandria opened its flagship LaunchLabs space in 
New York City last year. 

Advertised biotech and pharmaceutical sector jobs in the job data-
bases tracked by Nature Biotechnology during the second quarter of 
2018 are shown in Tables 1 and 2.

Michael Francisco is a Senior Editor at Nature Biotechnology.

Table 1  Who’s hiring? Advertised openings at the 25 largest
biotech companies

Companya
Number of 
employees

Number of advertised openingsb

Monster LinkedIn Naturejobs

Shire 23,906 91 519 0

Monsanto 20,800 1,000+ 162 0

Amgen 19,200 337 342 0

bioMérieux 9,335 0 15 0

Gilead Sciences 9,000 15 231 1

Biocon 8,234 0 0 0

Biogen 7,400 0 273 0

IDEXX Laboratories 7,365 0 253 0

Celgene 7,132 90 314 1

Novozymes 6,295 0 4 1

Opko Health 6,041 5 1 0

Illumina 5,500 106 87 0

Regeneron Pharmaceuticals 5,400 244 385 0

Endo Pharmaceuticals 4,894 52 31 0

Alexion Pharmaceuticals 3,121 78 132 0

AMRI 3,085 0 98 0

Actelion 2,624 0 28 0

Biotest 2,527 0 113 0

BioMarin Pharmaceutical 2,293 0 121 0

Myriad Genetics 2,206 82 187 0

Vertex Pharmaceuticals 2,150 135 136 0

Alkermes 1,750 259 182 0

CK Life Sciences 1,747 0 0 0

GenScript Biotech 1,592 0 1 0

Amphastar Pharmaceuticals 1,541 0 0 0

Total 2,494+ 3,615 3
aAs defined in Nature Biotechnology’s survey of public companies (35, 623–629, 2017). 
bAs searched on Monster.com, LinkedIn.com and Naturejobs.com, 11 July 2018. Jobs 
may overlap.

Table 2  Advertised job openings at the ten largest pharma 
companies

Companya
Number of 
employees

Number of advertised openingsb

Monster LinkedIn Naturejobs

Novartis 133,413 28 374 1

Johnson & Johnson 126,500 1,000+ 1,007 2

Sanofi 113,496 30 555 1

GlaxoSmithKline 98,702 4 261 0

Roche 88,509 24 277 3

Pfizer 78,300 17 332 1

Abbott Laboratories 77,000 73 165 0

Merck & Co. 70,000 26 114 0

AstraZeneca 57,500 2 52 22

Teva Pharmaceutical 43,009 0 243 0

Total 1,204+ 3,380 30
aData obtained from Statista. bAs searched on Monster.com, LinkedIn.com and Naturejobs.
com, 11 July 2018. Jobs may overlap.
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