







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	nature biotechnology

	commentary

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Commentary
	Published: 01 September 2015



                    Building a business model in digital medicine

                    	David Steinberg1, 
	Geoffrey Horwitz1 & 
	Daphne Zohar1Â 



                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Nature Biotechnology

                        volumeÂ 33,Â pages 910â€“920 (2015)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        10k Accesses

                    
	
                        25 Citations

                    
	
                            89 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
    
        Subjects

        	Business
	Computational biology and bioinformatics
	Health care


    


                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Digital medicine companies can incorporate and build on existing business models in tech and biomedicine to bring transformational new products to market and eventually reshape medicine.
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                    Figure 1: Percentage of total expenditures in 2014 spent on R&D and S,G&A for companies (with a market capitalization >$50 million and <$1 billion) that went public from January 1 to July 31, 2015 for biotech, device and tech.


Figure 2: Building blocks of digital medicine business model.


Figure 3: Cost/quality trade-off in clinical data collection.


Figure 4: Digital medicine models strike a path between tech and medical (drug and device) businesses.
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