







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature Biotechnology]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	nature biotechnology

	features

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Feature
	Published: 05 April 2013



                    Medicines from microbiota

                    	Bernat Olle1Â 



                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Nature Biotechnology

                        volumeÂ 31,Â pages 309â€“315 (2013)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        12k Accesses

                    
	
                        106 Citations

                    
	
                            45 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
    
        Subjects

        	Medical research
	Microbiota


    


                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Five years after the launch of the Human Microbiome Project, several ventures are seeking to capitalize on the clinical promise of microbiome modulation. Commercialization of drugs that influence the human flora poses some unique scientific, translational and regulatory challenges.
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                    Figure 1: Journal articles and INPADOC (International Patent Documentation Center) families, including patent and patent applications referencing the terms microbiome, microbiota, gut flora, or gut microflora.[image: ]


Figure 2: Broadening interest in the microbiome.[image: ]


Figure 3: Spectrum of microbiome-derived modulators being pursued by biotech companies, ranging from ecosystem-level interventions to single-target approaches.[image: ]
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