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In recent years, there have been exponential improvements in the performance of different sequencing platforms. Today, sequencing 'mainframes' are on the market that yield up to 600 billion bp per 5-day run and 'personal' machines that produce 1â€“10 billion bp in a few hours. Other instruments offer advantages in terms of different measures of performance, such as read length, suggesting that the hardware battle is far from over [News Feature, 
                  p. 1023
                ], especially in light of past and ongoing patent litigation between companies. [Patents, 
                  p. 1054
                ]
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