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                To the Editor:
The December issue included a report summarizing the first reactions of the gene synthesis industry to the publication of the US government Screening Framework Guidance for Providers of Synthetic Double-Stranded DNA1. Some of the questions raised by the federal guidance had already been exposed in your columns2,3, but none of these previous comments relied on a bioinformatics analysis of the screening protocol proposed by the US government. Here we present the preliminary results of an implementation of this protocol with the hope of documenting the strengths and limitations of the federal guidance.
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