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Subsequent analysis with updated methodology by us and others1,2 has 
not confirmed the detection of the population described in this Letter. 
We suspect, as described in later work by our group3, that the original 
signal was likely to be an artefact arising from the cut we chose for the 
background subtraction for the stacked archival data (our technique 
and adopted methodology is described in detail in the Supplementary 
Information of the original Letter). The technique of stacking and 
subtracting the background for Chandra data has since been much 
refined, and therefore our original Letter can now at best be inter-
preted as providing guiding upper limits. The conclusive detection of 
an observational signal from an early population of black holes awaits 
new data and possibly new instruments, for instance those onboard the 
upcoming James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) mission and Athena 
and other planned X-ray observatories. The original Letter has not 
been corrected.

Correspondence should be addressed to E.T. (etreiste@astro.puc.cl).

1. Willott, C. J. No evidence of obscured, accreting black holes in most z = 6 
star-forming galaxies. Astrophys. J. Lett. 742, L8 (2011).

2. Cowie, L. L., Barger, A. J. & Hasinger, G. The faintest X-ray sources from z = 0 to 8. 
Astrophys. J. 748, 50 (2012).

3. Treister, E., Schawinski, K., Volonteri, M. & Natarajan, P. New observational 
constraints on the growth of the first supermassive black holes. Astrophys. J. 
778, 130 (2013).

CORRECTIONS & AMENDMENTS

© 2017 Macmillan Publishers Limited, part of Springer Nature. All rights reserved.

http://www.nature.com/doifinder/10.1038/nature22810
http://www.nature.com/doifinder/10.1038/nature10103
mailto:etreiste@astro.puc.cl

	Corrigendum: Black hole growth in the early Universe is self-regulated and largely hidden from view
	References




