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            Abstract
Allergic disorders, such as anaphylaxis, hay fever, eczema and asthma, now afflict roughly 25% of people in the developed world. In allergic subjects, persistent or repetitive exposure to allergens, which typically are intrinsically innocuous substances common in the environment, results in chronic allergic inflammation. This in turn produces long-term changes in the structure of the affected organs and substantial abnormalities in their function. It is therefore important to understand the characteristics and consequences of acute and chronic allergic inflammation, and in particular to explore how mast cells can contribute to several features of this maladaptive pattern of immunological reactivity.
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                    Figure 1: Sensitization to allergens in the airway.[image: ]


Figure 2: Highly simplified scheme of FcÉ›RI signalling events in mast cells.[image: ]


Figure 3: Early phase of allergen-induced airway inflammation.[image: ]


Figure 4: Late phase of allergen-induced airway inflammation.[image: ]


Figure 5: Chronic stage of allergen-induced airway inflammation.[image: ]


Figure 6: Chronic allergic inflammation and tissue remodelling in asthma.[image: ]
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