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            Abstract
Arthropod head segments offer a paradigm for understanding the diversification of form during evolution, as a variety of morphologically diverse appendages have arisen from them. There has been long-running controversy, however, concerning which head appendages are homologous among arthropods, and from which ancestral arrangement they have been derived. This controversy has recently been rekindled by the proposition that the probable ancestral arrangement, with appendages on the first head segment, has not been lost in all extant arthropods as previously thought, but has been retained in the pycnogonids, or sea spiders1. This proposal was based on the neuroanatomical analysis of larvae from the sea spider Anoplodactylus sp., and suggested that the most anterior pair of appendages, the chelifores, are innervated from the first part of the brain, the protocerebrum. Our examination of Hox gene expression in another sea spider, Endeis spinosa, refutes this hypothesis. The anterior boundaries of Hox gene expression domains place the chelifore appendages as clearly belonging to the second head segment, innervated from the second part of the brain, the deutocerebrum. The deutocerebrum must have been secondarily displaced towards the protocerebrum in pycnogonid ancestors. As anterior-most appendages are also deutocerebral in the other two arthropod groups, the Euchelicerata and the Mandibulata, we conclude that the protocerebral appendages have been lost in all extant arthropods.
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                    Figure 1: 
                        Hox gene expression in newly hatched 
                        Endeis spinosa
                         protonymphon larvae.
                      [image: ]


Figure 2: Expression patterns of  lab, pb  and  Dfd , and inferred correspondence among anterior body segments in mandibulates, arachnids and the protonymphon larva of pycnogonids.[image: ]
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        Editorial Summary
Talking heads
The arthropods are a good example of how evolution shapes different body forms from a single ancestral species. They consist of a series of head and body segments, each with different appendages — claws, antennae, wings, legs. A recent Nature paper offered a new explanation of some apparent anomalies. The curious arthropods called sea spiders, it was suggested, have appendages on the first head segment, providing a link with the arthropod ancestor. That work was based on neuroanatomical observations, but now, using molecular techniques, Jager et al. show that sea spiders, like all other living arthropods, have lost the first head appendages seen in fossils.
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