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                Acute myeloid leukemia (AML) is the most common type of acute leukemia in adults and it is associated with poor outcomes. Typical induction strategies involve treatment with cytarabine (Ara-C) along with an anthracycline, either idarubicin or daunorubicin, and is referred to as 7+3 therapy.1 This strategy can result in an approximately 70% complete remission rate, but of these, about 70% will relapse.1 Further confounding the difficulty in inducing remissions is the morbidity associated with this treatment regimen. Many patients over the age of 60, who are the majority of AML patients, cannot tolerate this treatment modality.1 Thus, it is imperative to develop novel strategies to treat AML.
The eukaryotic translation initiation factor eIF4E is overexpressed in many cancers, including the M4 and M5 FAB subtypes of AML.2, 3 Elevated eIF4E levels are generally correlated with poor prognosis in these cancers.2, 3 eIF4E affects gene expression post-transcriptionally by enhancing the mRNA export and/or translation of specific growth promoting transcripts.2, 3, 4, 5 Both of these activities contribute to the oncogenic potential of eIF4E and both require the ability of eIF4E to associate with the 5â€² 7-methyl guanosine cap (m7G) structure found on mRNAs.4, 5
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