
Moshe Shalev, MSc, VMD, Column Editor

USDA to amend regulations on handling certain 
animal species

On 28 April 2006, the US Department 
of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (USDA APHIS) pro-
posed to amend the Animal Welfare Act 
regulations (9 CFR Part 2) regarding the 
handling of animals. The substance of the 
change adds a new paragraph to Sec. 2.131 
“that would require the use of shift cages for 
moving and transporting potentially dan-
gerous animals, such as big cats (lions, tigers, 
pumas, jaguars, and cheetahs); all species 
of bears; great apes (gorillas, chimpanzees, 
orangutans) and other nonhuman primates; 
and wild or exotic canids1.” The purpose of 
this amendment is to reduce the risks and 
injuries that escaping animals may cause to 

persons and other animals, and ensure their 
safe transport between their enclosures.

Shift cages vary in design, some of which 
are permanent structures (such as connec-
tions between two enclosures), whereas 
others are temporary housing (such as 
transport cages). Regardless of the type, 
however, the new proposed rule would 
require that all shift cages meet the follow-
ing performance standards:

• Attach to the animals’ cage or holding 
pen;

• Enclose animals securely in their cages;
• Not allow animals to pass through any 

gaps between the shift cage and their primary 
enclosures;

• Be structurally sound and maintained 
in good repair; and

• Provide handlers access to the animals’ 
cages without risking their safety.

The proposed rule would also require 
that all personnel involved in the move-
ment or transport of potentially danger-
ous animals be trained in the proper use 
of the equipment. In addition, the rule 
would mandate that animal facilities 
establish written protocols for the safe 
transfer of animals.

1. UDSA APHIS. Proposed rule. Shift cage 
requirements. Federal Register 71(82), 
25100–25102 (28 April 2006).

On 1 June 2006, USDA APHIS pro-
posed changes to the National Veterinary 
Accreditation Program, a voluntary pro-
gram that allows veterinarians to become 
certified to work with Federal veterinar-
ians and State animal health officials. The 
amendment would replace the existing 
accreditation category with two new cat-
egories: Category I and Category II. The 
new accreditation Category I would limit 
accredited veterinarians to companion 
animals and related activities. These vet-
erinarians would be able to complete 
certificates for the international move-
ment of companion animals, diagnosis 
of exotic animal diseases in companion 
animals, and performance of veterinary 

tasks during animal disease emergencies. 
Category II accreditation would be more 
comprehensive, allowing a veterinarian 
to work with all animal species and on all 
accredited activities.

The amendment would also offer accred-
itation specializations and require supple-
mental training and periodic renewal of 
accreditation1. Veterinarians in either 
accreditation category would be required to 
renew their accreditation every 3 years and 
to complete supplemental training courses 
during each 3-year period.

The purpose of this amendment is to 
“support the [USDA’s] animal health 
safeguarding initiatives, to involve accred-
ited veterinarians in integrated surveil-

lance activities, and to make the provi-
sions governing our National Veterinary 
Accreditation Program more uniform and 
consistent1.” In addition, the proposed 
rule would “increase the level of training 
and skill of accredited veterinarians in the 
areas of disease prevention and prepared-
ness for animal health emergencies in the 
United States1.”

Comments regarding this proposed rule 
change can be submitted online at http://
www.regulations.gov. USDA APHIS will 
consider all comments received by 31 July.

1. USDA APHIS. Proposed rule. National Veterinary 
Accreditation Program. Federal Register 
71(105), 31109–31121 (1 June 2006).

USDA to amend National Veterinary Accreditation 
Program

 Volume 35, No. 7 | JULY/AUGUST 2006 13LAB ANIMAL

REGULATION WATCH


	USDA to amend regulations on handling certain animal species
	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts false
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (OFCOM_PO_P1_F60)
  /PDFXOutputCondition (OFCOM_PO_P1_F60)
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF004e00500047002000570045004200200050004400460020004a006f00620020004f007000740069006f006e0073002e0020003100350030006400700069002e002000320032006e0064002000530065007000740065006d00620065007200200032003000300034002e002000500044004600200031002e003400200043006f006d007000610074006900620069006c006900740079002e>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 782.362]
>> setpagedevice


