
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

I. The 41st Annual Meeting of the Japan Society of Human Genetics, 1996 

The 41st Annual Meeting of the Japan Society of Human Genetics was held on 
October 23-25, 1996 at the Sapporo Educational and Culture Center, Sapporo-city. 
Professer Kiyotaro Kondo, Department of Public Health, Hokkaido University School of 
Medicine, acted as president at the Annual Meeting. A total of 470 members participated 
in the meeting. 

The academic program consisted of two symposia, six luncheon seminars and 227 
oral presentations by active members. 

Professor Tadao Orii, Chubu Women's College, who was the winner of the Japan 
Society of Human Genetics Award for 1996, gave the memorial lecture entitled "Molecu- 
lar basis of Zellweger syndrome, fl-ketothiolase deficiency and mucopolysaccharidoses." 
The following memorial lecture was given by one of the winner of the 1996 award for 
encouragement of younger human geneticists "'Molecular pathogenesis of nonketotic 
hyperglycinemia" by Dr. Shingo Kure, Dept. Biochem. Genet., Tohoku Univ. 

Emeritus Professor Toshiyuki Yanase, Univ. Kyushu, gave the special lecture for the 
40th anniversary of the Society entitled "Human genetics--Past, present, and future." 

Professor Mark Lathrop, University of Oxford, gave the special lecture entitled 
"Genetic approaches to cardiovascular diseases and diabetes." Professor Mutsuo Sekigu- 
chi, Dept. Biol. Fukuoka Dental College, gave the special lecture for education "DNA 
repair defect in mutagenesis and carcinogenesis." The symposium I entitled "Recent 
advances in chromosome research" was chaired by Professor Michihiro Yoshida, Chro- 
mosome Research Unit, Hokkaido Univ., in which 4 papers were presented and discussed. 
The symposium II entitled "Common diseases: Genetics and its application to diagnosis 
and prevention" was chaired by Professor Hideo Hamaguchi, Dept. Med. Genet., Univ. 
of Tsukuba, in which 4 papers were presented. The following six luncheon lectures were 
given: 1) "Apoptosis ofhepatocytes in genetic diseases" by Dr. Fumio Endo, 2) "Molecu- 
lar genetics of essential hypertension" by Dr. Ituro Inoue, Univ. Utah, 3) "Ethical, legal 
and social issues in human genetics" by Professor Hiraku Takebe, Dept. Radiat. Genet., 
Kyoto Univ., 4) "Intra-body evolution of pathogenic viruses with special references to 
HIV and HCV" by Professor Takashi Gojobori, National Institute of Genetics, 5) 
"Development and morphological plans of mammalian viscerocranium" by Dr. Shigeru 
Kuratani, Dept. Morphogenesis, Kumamoto Univ., 6) "A new technology for cancer 
diagnosis--telomerase" by Professor Mitsuo Oshimura, Tottori Univ. and Dr. Kazuma 
Oyashiki, Tokyo Medical University. 

Abstracts of the above lectures, symposia, seminars and 227 oral presentations will 
be printed in this issue (Vol. 42, No. 1, 1997) of the Jpn. J. Human. Genet. 

The Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Japan Society of Human Genetics was 
held on October 22 at the Conference Hall of the Hokkaido University, Sapporo--city. The 
main agenda of the meeting consisted of the following: 
I. Recommendation of honorary members of the Japan Society of Human Genetics. 
2. Nomination of the president of the 43rd Annual Meeting (1998) of the Society. 
3. The budget of the Society for fiscal year 1997. 
4. Supporting members and raise of funds for the Society. 
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5. Amendments of  the Law on Maternal Health Care. 
6. On the genetic counseling system in Japan. 
7. On the site for the 10th International Congress of  Human Genetics. 
Reports were prepared on the following subjects: 
1. Report of the Selection committee of the society awards. 
2. Numerical changes in the society membership. 
3. Financial report and audit. 
4. Arrangements for the 41st and 42nd Annual Meeting. 

Report of  the following committees; Editorial board meeting, the Committee for 
qualification system for medical geneticists, the Committee for qualification system for 
clinical cytogeneticists, the Committee for review of  the rules of the Society, the 
Committee for human genetics teaching. 

5. Report on the 6th Medical Genetics Seminar (Sept. 13-15) 
6. Report on the 3rd Clinical Cytogenetics Seminar (Aug. 31-Sept. 1) 
7. Report on the 9th International Congress of Human Genetics held in Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil (Aug. 18-23, 1996) 
Subsequently, the council of  the Japan Society of Human Genetics was held at the 

Hokkaido University Centennial Hall to discuss the agenda proposed by the Board of  
Directors. 

The general assembly of  the Japan Society of Human Genetics was called on October 
24 at the Sapporo Educational and Culture Center. The subjects drafted by the original 
forms at the conference. Professor Akio Asaka, Department of  Health Science, Yamanashi 
Medical College was nominated to preside at the 43rd Annual Meeting which will be held 
in Kofu in the fall of  1998. 

The agenda and reports presented at the General Assembly are essentially the same 
as those of  the Board of  Directors Meeting described above and given in more detail 
below (in Japanese). 
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V. Statement to be presented at Session 79, 5 pro, Friday~ 23 August 

The law of  the People's Republic of  China on Maternal and Infant Health Care 
became effective on 1 June, 1995. During the past year several Societies of  Human 
Genetics and the plenary lecture of James Neel have expressed concern about some aspects 
of  the law. We have only recently become aware of its provisions and international 
reaction to them and have tried to make a reasonable and sympathetic response. This has 
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been carefully prepared after consultation with Chinese and other colleagues with respect 
to the format that will be most likely to lead to fruitful discussion in the People's 
Republic: 

The Ninth International Congress of Human Genetics recognizes the urgent need of 
the People's Republic. of China to control the growth of its population, and it applauds 
the provision of the law that forbids sex identification of a fetus by technical means, 
"except that it is positively needed on medical terms." At the same time the Congress takes 
note that over provisions of the law conflict with the counseling principles accepted by 
most human geneticists. Genetic legislation has a tragic history that illuminates the danger 
in replacing informed reproductive choice by coercion. Genetic knowledge is growing 
rapidly, and the clinical, laboratory, educational and legislative infrastructure cannot be 
created in a few months or even years. We do not claim to have a final answer on how 
reproductive choice in a particular culture should be influenced by education and taxation 
so as to meet social needs, while maintaining other principles on which the society 
depends. However, we strongly urge that hte implementation of genetic legislation be 
indefinitely delayed pending discussion of its many plobrems with the world's genetic 
community. 

We hope that this will be endorsed by the participants of this Congress. 
Newton E. Morton Pedro H. Cabello 
Henrique Krieger Francisco M. Salzano 
Bernardo Beiguelman 
Eduardo E. Castilla 

VI. 4th International  Symposium on Brain Dysfunet ion--Neurogenet ie  Disease:  
From Molecule  to Pat ient  +Internat iona l  Prize  on Brain Dysfunction Research  

Troina, Sicily (Itary), September 24-26, 1997 
Sponsored by the Oasi Institute for Research on Mental Retardation and Brain Aging 

Genetics is a rapidly growing field of madical science, which reveals molecular 
mechanisms of biological phenomena in health and disease. For this reason, we selected 
the topic "Neurogenetic Disease: From Molecule to Patient," for the 4th International 
Symposium on Brain Dysfunction to be held September 1997. Various aspects of neuro- 
genetic diseases: phenotype, pathology, pharmacology, biochemistry, genetics, animal 
models, and treatment will be discussed. We hope that this international meeting will 
further promote research in this field in order to understand pathogenesis as well as to 
develop new therapeutic approaches to genetic diseases affecting the nervous system. 

Three lectures per session will be presented by invited speakers. The last hour of each 
session will be devoted to free communication by other participants at the Symposium. 
The afternoon session on the second day of the Symposium (Thursday, September 25th) 
will be devoted to the presentation, by the author, of the paper awarded the Oasi 
International Prize for Brain Dysfunction Research. Deadline for the presentation of 
abstracts for free communications is July 15th, 1997. 

The Oasi Institute invites the submission of original, unpublished research papers to 
compete for the 1997 award on the following subject: Neurogenetic Disease: From 
Molecule to Patient. 
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The Award: (a) US $ 10,000; (b) invitation, with all expenses paid, to present the 
award-winning paper at the 4th International Symposium on Brain Dysfunction in 
Troina, Sicily (Italy) in September 1997; (c) publication of the manuscript in the journal 
Developmental Brain Dysfunction. 

Deadline for the submission of manuscripts is April 30th, 1997. The rules for 
submission can be obtained from the Organizing Secretariat. More information is avail- 
able on the Internet: http://www.oasi.en.it/prize.htm 

Award Committee: A Scientific Committee will make the final selection. This 
committee will be assisted by members of the Editorial Board of Developmental Brain 
Dysfunction as well as by additional experts (if necessary). The members of the Award 
Committee are: Y. Suzuki, Tokyo and J.R. Villablanca, Los Angeles, CA. 

Symposium Scientific and Organizing Committee: R. Ferri, Troina, Y. Suzuki, 
Tokyo, J.R. Villablanca, Los Angeles, CA. 

Organizing Secretariat: Mrs. H. Cerro 
4th International Symposium on Brain Dysfunction 
Oasi Institute for Research on Mental Retardation and Brain Aging 
1-94018 Troina (Itary) 
Tel. + +39-935-93611 
Fax. + +39-935-653327 
e.mail hcerro @ oasi.en.it 
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