ANNOUNCEMENTS

I. The 40th Annual Meeting of the Japan Society of Human Genetics, 1995

The 40th Annual Meeting of the Japan Society of Human Genetics was held on
September 20-22, 1995 at the Kumamoto Amusement Hall, Kumamoto-city. Professor
Ichiro Matsuda, Department of Pediatrics, Kumamoto University School of Medicine,
acted as president at the Annual Meeting. A total of 463 members participated in the
meeting.

The academic program consisted of five plenary lectures, two symposia, two morning
lectures, two luncheon seminars, and 217 oral presentations by active members.

Professor Yusuke Nakamura, Laboratory of Molecular Medicine, The Institute of
Medical Sciences, The University of Tokyo, who was the winner of the Japan Society of
Human Genetics Award for 1995, gave the memorial lecture entitled “Roles of DNA
markers in medicine.” The following two memorial lectures were given by the winners of
the 1995 Award for encouragement of younger human geneticists: 1) “Recent progress in
molecular analysis of pyruvate kinase deficiency” by Dr. Hitoshi Kanno, Okinaka
Memorial Institute for Medical Research; 2) “Molecular basis of mucopolysaccharidoses”
by Dr. Shunji Tomatsu, Gifu University School of Medicine.

Professor Yoshiyuki Sakaki, Human Genome Center, The Institute of Medical
Science, The University of Tokyo, gave the special lecture entitled “Towards the second
phase of the human genome project.” Professor Takashi Miyata, Faculty of Science,
Kyoto University, gave the special lecture for education entitled “Episodic diversification
of gene families and relationship with organismal evolution.” The symposium I entitled
“Trinucleotide repeats” was co-chaired by Professor Shoji Tsuji, Brain Research Institute,
Niigata University, and by Dr. Tetsuro Miki, Osaka University Medical School, in which
5 papers were presented and discussed. The symposium II, entitled “Genetic aspects in
dysmorphology,” was co-chaired by Professor Yusuke Nakamura, The Institute of
Medical Science, The University of Tokyo, and by Professor Norio Niikawa, Nagasaki
University, School of Medicine. The following two morning lectures were given: 1)
“Prenatal and preimplantation diagnosis” by Dr. Kaoru Suzumori, Medical School,
Nagoya City University; 2) “Oncogenes and tumor suppressor genes” by Dr. Hideyuki
Saya, Kumamoto University School of Medicine. The following two luncheon seminars
were presented: 1) “Genomic imprinting” by Dr. Yoshihiro Jinno, Nagasaki University,
School of Medicine; 2) “Gene targetting” by Dr. Shin-ichi Aizawa, Kumamoto Univer-
sity School of Medicine.

Abstracts of the above lectures, symposia, seminars and 217 oral presentations will
be printed in this issue (Vol. 41, No. 1, 1996) of the Journal.

The Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Japan Society of Human Genetics was
held on September 19 at the Kumamoto City International Center, Kumamoto-city. The
main agenda of the meeting consisted of the following: 1) Recommendation of honorary
members of the Japan Society of Human Genetics; 2) The budget of the Society for fiscal
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year 1996; 3) Nomination of the president of the 42nd Annual Meeting of the Society; 4)
Presentation of “The Guidelines for Gene Diagnosis of Hereditary Diseases”; 5) Organi-
zation of the Committee for review of the rules of the Society; 6) Collection of the
supporting members of the Society; 7) Nominations of the secretaries for the next term.
Reports were prepared on the following subjects: 1) Numerical changes in the society
membership; 2) Financial report and audit; 3) Arrangements for the 40th and 41st
Annual Meetings; 4) Status of submission and acceptance of manuscripts for the Japanese
Journal of Human Genetics; 5) Reports from the following committees; Selection commit-
tee of the society awards, Committee for human genetics teaching, Committee for
qualification system for specialists in medical genetics, Committee for qualification system
for specialists in clinical cytogenetics, Committee for genetic counseling and prenatal
diagnosis, and Committee for social insurance; 6) Reports on the National Committee of
Medical Genetics of the Japan Science Council; 7) Reports on the 5th Medical Genetics
Seminar (Sept. 1-3, Makuhari, Chiba); 8) Reports on the 2nd Clinical Cytogenetics
Seminar (Sept. 9-10, Keihoku-machi, Kyoto Prefecture); 9) Information of travel grants
for younger human geneticists attending the 9th International Congress of Human
Genetics to be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, August 18-23, 1996.

Subsequently, the Council of the Japan Society of Human Genetics was held at the
Kumamoto Amusement Hall to discuss the agenda proposed by the Board of Directors.

The general assembly of the Japan Society of Human Genetics was called on
September 21st at the Kumamoto Amusement Hall. The subjects drafted by the Board of
Directors and approved by the Council of the Society were passed in their original forms
at the conference. Professor Jun-ichi Furuyama, Department of Genetics, Hyogo College
of Medicine, was nominated to preside at the 42nd Annual Meeting which will be held
in Kobe in the fall of 1997.

The agenda and reports presented at the Conference are described below in more
detail (in Japanese).
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