ANNOUNCEMENTS

I. The 38th Annual Meeting of the Japan Society of Human Genetics, 1993

The 38th Annual Meeting of the Japan Society of Human Genetics was held on
October 21-23, 1993 at the “Zenkyoren (National Mutual Insurance Federation of Agricul-
tural Co-operatives) Bldg.” in Tokyo. Professor Yukio Fukuyama, Department of
Pediatrics, Tokyo Women’s Medical College, acted as president at the Annual Meeting.
Six hundred and fifteen members participated in the meeting.

The academic program consisted of 4 special lectures, one special symposium, 9
symposia, 4 workshops, 2 each of evening and luncheon seminars, and 283 concurrent
poster presentations by active members.

Dr. Kazuya Mikamo, Emeritus Professor of Asahikawa Medical College, who was the
winner of the Japan Society of Human Genetics Award for 1993, gave the memorial
lecture entitled “Cytogenetic studies of reproduction”. Dr. Nobuyuki Shimozawa, Depart-
ment of Pediatrics, Gifu University School of Medicine, who was the winner of the 1993
Award for encouragement of younger human geneticists, gave the memorial lecture entitled
“Clinical and molecular analysis of peroxisome-deficient disorders”.

The following 4 special lectures were given.

1. Invitation to “Clinical Gene-ology”. by Prof. M. Muramatsu (Saitama Medical
College)

2. Perspective in neurogenetic research. by Dr. P.M. Conneally (Indiana Univ. School
of Medicine, U.S.A.)

3. Concentration of VSV-G pseudotyped retroviral vectors to very high titers. by Dr.
T. Friedmann (Univ. California, San Diego, U.S.A.)

4. Syndromology and clinical genetics, by Dr. J.M. Opitz (Shodair Hospital, Helena,
MO, US.A)

The titles, chairpersons and numbers of presented papers of the symposia, workshops

and seminars were as follows.

Symposia

1. New trend of human genetics (co-chaired by Drs. T. Sasazuki and S. Horai), 5
papers

2. Present status and future perspective of genetic services (co-chaired by Drs. Y.
Kuroki and Y. Fukushima), 4 papers

3. Molecular genetics of collagen (co-chaired by Drs. H. Konomi and A. Hata), 5 papers
Gene therapy (co-chaired by Drs. T. Shimada and I. Matsuda), 5 papers

5. Molecular mechanism of oncogenesis and application to the clinical medicine (co-
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chaired by Drs. Y. Kaneko and N. Wake), 5 papers
6. Recent development around the repetitive 'sequences in human genome (co-chajred
by Drs. Y. Nakagome and N. Kanda), 3 papers
7. Perspective of human genome projects (co-chaired by Drs. K. Matsubara and N.
Shimizu), 5 papers
8. Heterogeneities in hereditary diseases—genotype and phenotype (co-chaired by Drs.
K. Takeshita and K. Narisawa), 5 papers
9. Development and application of DNA analysis technology in forensic medicine (co-
chaired by Drs. K. Harada and A. Sawaguchi), 5 papers
Special symposium: “Frontiers of neurogenetics” (co-chaired by Drs. 1. Kanazawa and
Y. Suzuki)
Pl. Pathogenesis of neurogenetic diseases, 5 papers
P2. Diagnosis and treatment of neurogenic deseases, 5 papers
Workshops
1. Positional cloning (chaired by Dr. S. Tsuji), 4 papers
2. Molecular genetics of muscular dystrophy (chaired by Dr. K. Arahata), 4 papers
3. Principle and clinical application of FISH method (chaired by T. Hori), 4 papers
4. Clinical genetics and bioethics (chaired by Dr. N. Fujiki), 3 papers
Jack-in-the-box: Fukuyama type congenital muscular dystrophy (chaired by Dr. Y.
Fukuyama), 2 papers
Evening seminars
1. Advance in molecular biology of inherited metabolic disorders (chaired by Dr. Y.
Eto), 3 papers
2. Animal models in human genetics (chaired by Dr. S. Sonta), 3 papers
Luncheon seminars
1. New current of twin studies (chaired by Dr. 1. Matsui), 2 papers
2. Town geneticist~—Clinical dysmorphology discussed by general physicians—(chaired
by Dr, G. Nishimura), 2 papers

Abstracts of the above presentations and 243 poster exhibitions will be presented in
this issue (Vol. 39, No. 1, 1994) of the Journal.

The Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Japan Society of Human Genetics was
was held on October 20th at the “Zenkyoren Bldg.” in Tokyo. The main agenda of the
meeting consisted of the following: 1) Recommendation of honorary members of the Japan
Society of Human Genetics; 2) The budget of the Society for fiscal year 1994; 3) Nomina-
tion of President Shiro Miwa for a candidate for a member of the Science Council of
Japan; 4) Establishment of a qualification system for specialists in clinical cytogenetics,
and of the related committee; 5) Establishment of new committees for social insurance,

and for genetic counselling and prenatal diagnosis; 6) Nomination of the president of the
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40th Annual Meeting of the Society. Reports were prepared on the following subjects:
1) Numerical changes in Society membership; 2) Arrangements for the 38th Annual Meet-
ing; 3) Financial report and audit; 4) Status of submission and acceptance of manuscripts
for the Japanese Journal of Human Genetics; 5) A committee report on the qualification
system for specialists in medical genetics; and 6) Introduction of the Asia-Pacific Confer-
ence on Medical Genetics (July 27-29, 1994 in Bangkok).

Subsequently, the Council of the Japan Society of Human Genetics was held at the
same place to discuss the agenda proposed by the Board of Directors.

The general assembly of the Japan Society of Human Genetics was called on
October 22nd at the “Zenkyoren Bldg.” Professor Ichiro Matsuda, Department of
Pediatrics, Kumamoto University School of Medicine, was nominated to preside at the 40th
Annual Meeting which will be held in Kumamoto in the fall of 1995. The subjects drafted
by the Board of Directors and approved by the Council of the Society were passed in their
original forms at the conference.

The agenda and reports presented at the conference are described below in more detail

(in Japanese).
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