book. Anyone tempted to join the game should read this
book first. In fact there is practical advice on plenty of
associated molecular biology techniques as well: fluor-
escent detection, silver staining, DGGE, TSGE, dot-blots,
cloning and sequencing, and there are case studies too.
All this is only half the story, though, because the
second half of the book tackles a related approach
applied to RNA, namely Differential Display. The same
comprehensive approach is adopted here, with principles,
protocols, troubleshooting, alternative strategies (includ-
ing nonradioactive methods), affiliated techniques, and
examples. It is questionable whether this will appeal to
quite the same readership, though, and a pity that it will
remain undiscoved by many who might benefit from it.

Books

Genes VI. Benjamin Lewin. Oxford University Press,
Oxford. 1997. Pp.1280. Price £29.95, paperback. ISBN 0
19 857778 8.

Developmental Biology (5th edn). Scott F. Gilbert.

Sinauer Associates, Inc., Sunderland, Massachusetts. 1997.
Pp.947. Price £29.95, hardback. ISBN 0 87893 244 5.

© The Genetical Society of Great Britain, Heredity, 79, 553~555.

BOOK REVIEWS 555

The DNA and RNA sections taken together provide an
excellent guide to these ‘arbitrary’ methods, and the
editors are to be congratulated on achieving a comprehen-
sive set of contributions without excessive redundancy.
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