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The second edition of this book consists of 11 chapters with
the first seven describing the basic techniques used in gene
cloning. Bacteria and DNA stucture are introduced and dis-
cussed and then some of the basic concepts in molecular
biology are tackled. This enables the reader to understand
chapter eight, which is a description of how the human
haemoglobin gene was cloned. The next chapter deals with
some of the ways that cloned genes are used in research,
dispelling the idea that a cloned gene is an end in itself. The
final chapter, on retroviruses, introduces the popular topics
of AIDS and oncogenes. The book ends with an appendix
describing such techniques as chromosome walking and the
use of monoclonal antibodies. There is a comprehensive
glossary, where all the words that the author considers to be
'jargon' (quiet a few!) are defined in basic terms.

The strength of this book is that it manages to explain
complex concepts and techniques in ways that require the
reader to have no prior knowledge of chemistry; such words
as 'catalyst' and 'precipitate' are defined in basic terms. This
is achieved by the clever use of analogies, most of which are
very successful. My favourite one is on page 65, where the
author likens the linking of nucleotides in 5' —3' direction to

the linking of elephants, hooked trunk to tail. However, I
found the one that used John Wayne movies and Mickey
Mouse cartoons almost as complicated as the real thing!

I puzzled over who would find this book useful. Because
of its small size and lack of real detail, it is not a molecular
biology text book. It is no challenge to Old and Primrose.
However, I think it would be perfect for a bright sixth-former
or someone about to embark on a molecular biology course.
It would be a valuable text for a course where molecular
biology/biotechnology forms a small part of the syllabus. The
questions at the end of each chapter lend themselves to
group discussion and encourage the reader to think 'scientifi-
cally'. I also think that any member of the medical or legal
profession finding themselves needing to learn about gene
cloning quickly would find this book extremely good. Unfor-
tunately, I think the price would deter the more casual
reader.

This book is not an introduction to gene cloning as such. It
is more an overview of the subject, designed to give the
'curious' of the title a comprehensive insight into our fas-
cinating world.
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