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lymphocyte in the initiation of the antibody response, and on the regulation
of the antibody response by pre-existing antibody. Altogether, if there’s
something you want to know about modern research on antibodies, you’ll
find it in this book.

Any library used by geneticists or biochemists interested in antibodies,
and all used by immunologists, will buy this book, although there will be
many complaints about the cost. In my view these complaints will be
justified. A large part of the original work reported here has been, and will
be, published elsewhere. As a review or introductory volume it is much too
long. No-one, surely, is going to read every word, and in a few years time
(I would guess three, perhaps two) it will be so out of date that no-one will
want to read it at all. It is rather like a brontosaurus, a magnificent display
on a gigantic scale, which will be eclipsed in a few years time by a ten page
review in some annual review volume.

Davip Franks

Department of Pathology, University of Cambridge
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