
From The President 
All members of the College should celebrate this first 

CommitteeRep~r ts 
issue of Genetics in Medicine. It is a testimony to the Membership 
~0tYImitment of the College to serve its constituency and John A. Phillips 111, MD, Chair 
to enhance its academic mission. One regular feature 
will be the College News section devoted to activities of 
the College. You can expect to find timely reports of the 
projects of the many committees, statements of the 
Board of Directors, information on the Annual Meeting of 
the College and continuing meeting education (CME) 
meetings, employment and fellowship opportunities, 
obituaries, and other issues of general interest. Please 
suggest ideas for this space to Carole Meyers, MD, 
who has served faithfully as newsletter editor for 
several years and who will continue in this role for 
the journal. 

The coming year will be an exciting and busy one for 
the College. We will be presenting our first general 
CME activity in April in Chicago; many may choose this 
event to review for the certifying examinations of the 
ABGC and ABMG. We have important initiatives that 
involve some of our sister professional organizations 
(the American Medical Association [AMA], the 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 
the College of American Pathologists, among others), 
various consortia (e.g., the National Coalition for 
Health Professional Education in Genetics), potential 
partners in the biotechnology community, and the high- 
est levels of the Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices. Some of these activities are summarized in this 
issue of the journal. 

The beginning of a new academic year saw an impor- 
tant transition in our Bethesda, MD office. Sharon 
Robinson, who has worked assiduously, if part-time, 
for the College as its Administrator nearly from its 
incorporation, has begun administering the ABGC and 
ABMG full-time. After considerable deliberation, the 
Board of Directors decided to recruit a full-time adminis- 
trator for the College and the ACMG Foundation. We are 
delighted to have hired Gerry Gurvitch, who began work- 
ing 1 July. Many may remember Gerry from her time as 
Executive Director of the American Society of Human 
Genetics. Please join me in thanking Sharon for her 
years of devoted service and in welcoming Gerry. 

Reed Edwin Pyeritz, MD, PhD 
President American College of Medical Genetics 

As of June 1, 1998, the total membership of the 
ACMG was 1085 members. Our membership includes 
508 MD and 318 PhD fellows, 98 associate members, 
and 1 6 1  other members. The ACMG is evaluating the 
potential for substantially reducing dues for new 
members who are newly certified by the American Board 
of Medical Genetics or the American Board of Genetic 
Counseling. Possible reductions are also being 
evaluated for trainees and students. The dues of all 
other ACMG members will remain the same without an 
additional charge for the new journal through 1999. 

Education/CME Committee Report 
Bruce Korf; MD, PhD, Chair 

The major activity of the committee during this past 
year has been the application to the Accreditation Coun- 
cil for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) for accred- 
itation as a provider of CME. This effort was 
spearheaded by Jessica Davis, previous chair of the 
committee, who will continue to head the College 
efforts in CME. 

The ACCME conducted a site visit of the College in 
April, which was an enlightening and encouraging experi- 
ence. We await final word from the ACCME on the 
College's application, but we are optimistic that 
provisional accreditation will be granted. This accredita- 
tion will permit us to sponsor our own CME activities 
and will lead eventually to full accreditation. This is an 
important step for the ACMG because it will allow us to 
move forward in educational activities both for our own 
members and for the medical community in general. The 
site visitors were particularly complimentary of the qual- 
ity and professionalism of the application, which is testi- 
mony to the efforts of Jessica Davis; Melanie Gross 
Greenfield, the Meeting and CME Coordinator and Direc- 
tor of CME; and Sharon Robinson, then ACMG Adminis- 
trator. (See p. 63 for update.) 

Beginning in 1999, the ACMG will take over the 
Genetics Review Course previously run by Baylor College 
of Medicine. The course will be chaired by David 
Ledbetter and Gail Herman and will take place April 
23-25, 1999, in Schaumburg, IL. 
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Further information about the content of the course 
will be provided by the end of 1998. The course is 
intended to provide a comprehensive review of genetics 
and should be particularly helpful for trainees planning 
to take the American Board of Medical Genetics and the 
American Board of Genetic Counseling examinations in 
1999. We thank Arthur Beaudet of Baylor College of 
Medicine for his willingness to turn over this 
outstanding educational activity to the ACMG. 

The Education/CME Committee chair has passed 
from Jessica Davis to Bruce Korf. New members on the 
committee are Mary Curtis and Cynthia Powell. Two new 
members will be added every year to succeed committee 
members who complete their four-year terms. 

Joint Committee on Professional Practice 
and Clinical Guidelines 
Michael M. Kaback, MD, Chair 

The committee met on February 26,1998, in Los 
Angeles at the Fifth Joint Clinical Genetics Conference. 
Completion of the cancer genetics guidelines draft and 
the lengthy review process were discussed. The commit- 
tee carefully analyzed the latest draft of the congenital 
malformations guidelines; suggestions were considered 
and incorporated. Additional funds for dissemination and 
evaluation of this document have been secured through a 
grant from the CDC Centers of Excellence for Birth 
Defects Prevention. The committee would like to review 
the new compendium of guidelines produced by the Ameri- 
can Academy of Pediatrics Genetics Committee. Other 
clinical issues needing guideline development were delib 
erated. Two possible topics are the assessment of the 
family with history of mental retardation and a work-up of 
the newborn with ambiguous genitalia. 

The committee sponsored a workshop at the confer- 
ence entitled "Clinical Practice Guidelines for Congenital 
Malformations." The workshop was moderated by 
Michael Kaback and included presentations by Keith 
Servis (New York State Department of Health), Karen 
Greendale, Cheryl Reid, and Frank Desposito. Karen 
Greendale presented "Cancer, Genetics and the Public's 
Health," a talk on the development of the cancer genet- 
ics guidelines at the Annual Council of Regional 
Networks for Genetic Services meeting in Decatur, GA. 

Clinical Practice Committee 
Lewis B. Holmes, MD, Chair 

The Clinical Practice Committee of the ACMG focuses 
on issues of concern to practicing clinical geneticists. In 
discussions and position statements we have addressed 
Cystic Fibrosis (CF) screening, the addition of screening 
for Canavan's disease to Tay Sachs screening, and 
genetic screening in general. We have published our posi- 
tion statements about the lack of apparent benefit from 
treating children with Down syndrome with Piracetam and 
nutrition supplements. The Dysmorphology Subcommittee 

(Chris Cunniff, MD, Chair) has developed and published 
suggestions for the work-up of individuals with mental 
retardation. Currently, they are developing guidelines for 
the evaluation of the stillborn infant. The a-fetoprotein 
(AFP) and Related Analytes Subcommittee (Ira Salafsky, 
MD, Chair) has developed commentaries on folic acid 
supplementation and is now addressing the issue of 
genetic screening in the first trimester. 

Laboratory Practice Committee 
Michael S. Watson, PhD, Chair 

The Laboratory Practice Committee has initiated sev- 
eral new projects. After the NIH Cystic Fibrosis 
Consensus Conference, it was immediately recognized 
that testing for CF mutations is relatively straightforward, 
but that the delivery system of screening parents for car- 
rier status in primary care settings is not fully developed. 
A mechanism for providing the full spectrum of services 
with CF carrier screening tests was needed. This activity 
is being included under a new committee chaired by 
Robert Desnick, MD, PhD. This committee is also 
facilitating the transfer of new tests and technologies into 
clinical investigation and practice, ensuing development 
of guidelines for analytic components of tests, billing and 
reimbursement issues, regulatory agency interaction, etc. 

Quality Assurance Subcommittee 
Shivanand Patil, PhD and C. Sue Richards, PhD, Co-chairs 

The Quality Assurance Subcommittee of the Laboratory 
Practice Committee has been responsible for the develop 
ment and maintenance of the "Standards and Guidelines 
for Clinical Genetics Laboratories." First published in 
1994, the manual is going into its second edition. This edii 
tion will address the limited number of concerns 
expressed by members and will add a new section on the 
interphase and metaphase fluorescence in situ hybridiz* 
tion (FISH) testing and several methods in molecular 
genetic testing. The College's Standards and Guidelines 
have been used by laboratories as part of their quality 
assurance programs and by regulatory bodies in the deveg 
opment of their requirements for genetic laboratories. 

Committee on Economics of Genetic 
Services (COEGS) 
David Flannery, MD, and Wayne Miller, MD, Co-chairs 

The most significant news from the COEGS regards 
the final approval of our revised proposal for CPT codesA 
for Cytogenetics, Molecular Genetics, and Biochemical 
Genetics tests. Effective January 1, 1999, these new 
codes will incorporate improved cytogenetics codes, 
FISH codes, an expansion of codes in molecular 
diagnostics which includes components of protein truns 
cation tests, and DNA sequencing. After a long period gll 

education and discussion with the CPT Editorial Panel 
including Michael Watson, Wayne Grody, and Piero 
Rinaldo, the revamped system was approved and 
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