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Genetics in Medicine and informatics for the

genetic clinician

Medical geneticists depend on computer technology to do their jobs.
WEe routinely use OMIM!, Medline?, Helix?, and other databases? on
the Internet to help us care for our patients. We depend on computer-
based tools like the London Dysmorphology Database® to aid in clini-
cal diagnosis, on semiautomated karyotyping in our cytogenetics
laboratories, and on computer programs to calculate risks based on
triple screening or linkage studies. Many of us "talk" more often by e-
mail with our colleagues than we do by telephone or in person.

Actually, we have little choice in the matter; our field moves so rapidly
that we need all the help we can get to keep up. Even those of us who
are not technophiles have been forced to learn how to type so that we
can answer our patients’ questions. Using a computer is the only prac-
tical way to find out quickly if a particular disease gene has been iden-
tified recently or if a new molecular test has become available.

Genetics in Medicine is a child of the Information Age. Visit our Web-
site (html://www.wwilkins.com/esources/journdex/GIM), and you will
see that this is true. You will find current Tables of Contents, abstracts,
and full text (PDF) files of articles. These materials are being posted
on the Website at the same time that the journal is sent for printing,
so the Web-based version will be available to our subscribers before
the printed copy arrives in their mail boxes. Our Website also includes
continuing education exercises associated with some of our papers and
a survey regarding your continuing education needs.

Genetics in Medicine will feature articles on innovative computer
systems and knowledge bases that are useful to the clinical practice of
genetics. We also welcome submissions that demonstrate effective use
of bioinformatics in clinical genetics research and health care. We will
publish reviews of new electronic media and books. We encourage our
authors to provide their e-mail addresses to facilitate personal discus-
sions regarding published work.

As Genetics in Medicine matures, we will enhance our computer-
based content, both on our Website and in the printed version. We are
planning to use the Website to publish additional color photographs,
video clips, and audio segments to augment papers in the journal. In
the future, we will make all articles available in Web-based (HTML)
versions that are fully searchabie and include hypertext links to other
resources. You will be able to submit manuscripts directly over the Web,
and our authors, reviewers, editors, publishers, and readers will all use
an Internet-based system to communicate faster and more effectively.

Geneticists use computers to do their jobs effectively; so will Genet-
ics in Medicine. E-mail us at gim@tc.umn.edu and let us know how to
do this better.
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