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of corneal surgery in carefully selected 
patients. 

M. J. Roper-Hall 

Review of 'Infections of the Eye' edited by 
K.F. Tabbara and R.A. Hyndiuk 

This large book contains excellent clinical 
descriptions of infections, especially of 
endophthalmitis, and covers the fields of bac­
teriology, virology, mycology, chalmydia and 
parasitic and protozoal diseases. As such, it 
can be considered a useful reference 
textbook, composed by different expert 
authors, with many valuable references. 
However, it also contains much general 
information about microbes, their epidemiol­
ogy and life cycles and mechanism of action 
of antibiotics which makes this book 
unnecessarily long. It is aimed at clinical 
ophthalmologists with an interest in infection 
and has the advantage of containing a wide 
variety of information about ocular infections 
within one volume. It will also provide 
pathologists with many details of ocular 
infections, otherwise difficult to obtain, but is 
best considered as a general textbook for 
clinical management of infection and speci­
mens suitable for diagnosis. 

D.V. Seal 

Ophthalmology Annual 1988 Ed. Robert D. 
Reinecke, Raven Press - New York 

When reading this annual it is essential to 
remember that it is written by specialists with 
their own opinions on management and who 
trained or are working in the North Ameri­
can continent. With this in mind more than 
half the chapters make a pleasant evening's 
reading. 

However, I do not agree with the editor 
that each chapter has "useful clinical pearls 
there for the taking". Two in particular were 
treated with such personal bias as to be con­
troversial and thus of limited clinical value: 
Kelman's "Current uses and technical 
updates of phacoemulsification", which 
nevertheless had an entertaining sense of 

drama and suspense and Pratt-Johnson's 
"Contact lens for aphakic infants" , which was 

compensated for by the more practical chap­
ter on the logistics of fitting lenses by Gold 
and his colleagues. 

The opening chapters on glaucoma by 
Tomey and Jaffar are clear and read easily 
though certain aspects of the subject are still 
open to debate. How many advocate to their 
students the use of i.v. mannitol as a first line 
drug in acute angle-closure glaucoma irres­
pective of the patients age and why give dia­
mox i. v. when in the non-vomiting patient it is 
well established that oral or parenteral 
administration have similar effect? Choroidal 
effusion after a trabeculectomy (other than 
the 'kissing type' or as one of the consultants 
I have worked for so aptly describes it, the 
'Dolly Part.on Sign') is not a serious post­
operative complication. Indeed there is often 
a peripheral 3600 tyre of effusion easily seen 
with an indirect ophthalmoscope. In the 
chapter on buphthalmos, the table of 
aetiologies is comprehensive but, without 
some indication of incidence, is- misleading. 
When discussing surgery of this condition it 
was not explained why diamox was necessary 
post-operatively as most hyphemae are small 
and resolve within 36 hours, nor was it evi­
dent why atropine was u�ed; this presumably 
can induce further amblyopia in an eye 
whose visual prognosis is already jeopar­
dised. 

Crawford's chapter on lacrimal surgery is 
full of easy-to-follow diagrams but why is it 
that when percentage figures are offered they 
never add up to lOO! More could have been 
made of the 'clinical pearl' that probing 
should be avoided before the age of one: this 
was the most useful piece of advice in the 
whole chapter yet was slipped in so quietly as 
to go almost unnoticed. 

For those who find examining visual acuity 
in children a stressful experience, the concise 
and honest account given by Fulton and her 
colleagues is refreshing. 

The discussion on the explanation of 
intraocular lenses by Kraff is instructive as by 
its very title it is based on failure, but the pre­
sentation of data as lists of numbers is unin­
spired. Pie charts or histograms would have 
been less difficult to interpret. It would have 
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