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a contrast, the chapter on ophthalmic pho
tography was excellent with useful hints to all 
who wield a camera near an eye. The book 
finishes with a small chapter concerning 
general medical knowledge containing mea
gre descriptions of diabetic and hypertensive 
eye disease. 

The problem of reviewing such a book as an 
ophthalmologist is that it is easy to forget the 
readership for which it is originally written. 
As such it is easy to find several gaps in the 
material. However, trying to visualise myself 
as an OMA 'facilitating and expediting' life 
for the ophthalmologist I can see this book has 
much to commend it. It combines a good deal 
of theoretical knowledge with good sound 
practical advice as to the various ophthalmic 
procedures that the OMA has to perform. 

It is difficult to see to whom this book would 
appeal in this country. It tends to fall between 
the two stools of medical studentship and 
embryo ophthalmologist and I can envisage 
neither group using it as much as the 
American Ophthalmic Medical Assistant for 
whom it was written. I look forwad to the time 
when such an individual is available to help 
the weary workforce of British 
ophthalmology. 

s. J. Keightley 

Eyelid Tumours: Clinical Diagnosis and Surgi

cal Treatment by Jay Justin Older: Pub
lished May 1987. Raven Press. 

The author has attempted to write a book 
which will assist the clinician with the diag-

nosis and management of eyelid tumours. 
Having commenced with a brief discussion on 
differential diagnosis, the first section 
describes the clinical features and manage
ment of eyelid tumours-both benign and 
malignant-before ending with a short 
account of biopsy and treatment techniques. 
The second section is concerned with the sur
gical anatomy and reconstruction of the lids 
and canthi. In the preface the author advises 
that only the methods he finds satisfactory are 
described, and that other texts should be con
sulted for pathological aspects of lid tumours 
and for details of non-surgical forms of 
treatment. 

The book is well produced and contains a 
large number of colour photographs and 
drawings. I found the text difficult to read and 
did not consider all the illustrations helpful. 
One or two tables summarising the differen
tial diagnosis and some useful diagnostic clues 
would have been welcome. 

I am not sure who would find this book 
useful. I do not think that many clinicians on 
this side of the Atlantic will use this text 'to 
render a clinical diagnosis while the patient is 
still in the office', as the author intends. Train
ees would, I think, prefer a wider view of the 
subject if preparing for examinations, 
whereas those about to perform this kind of 
surgery for the first time might have appreci
ated some mention of the possible compli
cations and their avoidance. Perhaps more 
experienced surgeons might discover a pro
cedure they were unaware of but I should 
think that many would not be too keen to 
spend over £50 on this possibility. 

Bertil E Damato 
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