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            Unicorn startup trawls databases for protective genetic modifiers


            
                
                
                    Startup aims to identify disease modifying genes in people with milder than expected phenotypes as starting points for drug discovery programs.
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                    After two-and-a-half years in stealth mode, Maze Therapeutics unveiled a $191 million series A funding round and a stellar line-up of scientists who aim to discover new biology and new drug targets by systematically mining human genetic databases for genetic modifiers that reduce the impact of disease-causing mutations. The company is, at the same time, establishing a functional genomics platform that it claims will enable the study at a cellular level of the phenotypic consequences of disrupting the genome. Combining these two types of data will, it hopes, lead to new insights into disease biology that can be translated into starting points for drug discovery programs. The general concept is not new, but Maze’s founding team and its backers hold that this is an opportune time to pursue such a strategy at scale because of the simultaneous availability of large volumes of human genomic and associated clinical data and the tools and technologies for conducting detailed phenotypic analyses.
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