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            Floating solar power could help fight climate change — let’s get it right


            
                
                
                    Covering 10% of the world’s hydropower reservoirs with ‘floatovoltaics’ would install as much electrical capacity as is currently available for fossil-fuel power plants. But the environmental and social impacts must be assessed.
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            Reservoirs could offer alternatives to land for hosting solar panels. Credit: Valentyn Semenov/Alamy
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                    Solar panels need to be deployed over vast areas worldwide to decarbonize electricity. By 2050, the United States might need up to 61,000 square kilometres of solar panels — an area larger than the Netherlands1. Land-scarce nations such as Japan and South Korea might have to devote 5% of their land to solar farms2.
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