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            Omicron’s feeble attack on the lungs could make it less dangerous


            
                
                
                    Mounting evidence from animal studies suggests that Omicron does not multiply readily in lung tissue, which can be badly damaged in people infected with other variants.
                

            

        

        
            
                

    By
    
        
        	
                Max Kozlov





    	
                
                    Max Kozlov
                
                
                
                    
                        
                            View author publications

                            
                                You can also search for this author in PubMed
                                     Google Scholar
                                    

                            

                       

                    

                
            





            

        
    
    
        	
        
            Twitter
            
        
    
	
        
            Facebook
            
        
    
	
        
            Email
            
        
    



    




            
        


        
            
                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                        
                    



                    
                
            

            
                

                

                
                    Early indications from South Africa and the United Kingdom signal that the fast-spreading Omicron variant of the coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 is less dangerous than its predecessor Delta. Now, a series of laboratory studies offers a tantalizing explanation for the difference: Omicron does not infect cells deep in the lung as readily as it does those in the upper airways.

                    
                        Access options

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                                

                                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    




                                
    
    Access Nature and 54 other Nature Portfolio journals
Get Nature+, our best-value online-access subscription
$29.99 / 30 days
cancel any time

Learn more


Subscribe to this journal
Receive 51 print issues and online access
$199.00 per year
only $3.90 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                            
                        
                    

                
            
                Nature 601, 177 (2022)

                doi: https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-022-00007-8

                
                    Updates & Corrections

                    	
                                Correction 06 January 2022: An earlier version of this story incorrectly described how Omicron enters cells. The story has now been corrected.

                            


                


            
                References
	Diamond, M. et al. Preprint at Research Square https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-1211792/v1 (2021).

	McMahan, K. et al. Preprint at bioRxiv https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.01.02.474743 (2022).

	Bentley, E. G. et al. Preprint at bioRxiv https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.12.26.474085 (2021).

	Meng, B. et al. Preprint at bioRxiv https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.12.17.473248 (2021).

	Peacock, T. P. et al. Preprint at bioRxiv https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.12.31.474653 (2022).

	Willett, B. J. et al. Preprint at medRxiv https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.01.03.21268111 (2022).


Download references




            

            
                
                    Reprints and permissions

                

            

            
                Related Articles

                
    	
                
                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        
                        Omicron overpowers key COVID antibody treatments in early tests
                    
                

            
	
                
                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        
                        How severe are Omicron infections?
                    
                

            
	
                
                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        
                        Omicron blindspots: why it’s hard to track coronavirus variants
                    
                

            
	
                
                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        
                        Waning COVID super-immunity raises questions about Omicron
                    
                

            



            

            
                Subjects

                
    	
                Virology
            
	
                SARS-CoV-2
            



            
    Latest on:

    
        
            
                Virology
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        [image: Blocking cell death limits lung damage and inflammation from influenza]
                                    
                                    Blocking cell death limits lung damage and inflammation from influenza

                                    News & Views 10 APR 24

                                
                            
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        [image: Bird flu outbreak in US cows: why scientists are concerned]
                                    
                                    Bird flu outbreak in US cows: why scientists are concerned

                                    News Explainer 08 APR 24

                                
                            
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        [image: Long COVID still has no cure — so these patients are turning to research]
                                    
                                    Long COVID still has no cure — so these patients are turning to research

                                    News Feature 02 APR 24

                                
                            
                        
                    

                

            

        
            
                SARS-CoV-2
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        [image: Long COVID still has no cure — so these patients are turning to research]
                                    
                                    Long COVID still has no cure — so these patients are turning to research

                                    News Feature 02 APR 24

                                
                            
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        [image: Google AI could soon use a person’s cough to diagnose disease]
                                    
                                    Google AI could soon use a person’s cough to diagnose disease

                                    News 21 MAR 24

                                
                            
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        [image: COVID’s toll on the brain: new clues emerge]
                                    
                                    COVID’s toll on the brain: new clues emerge

                                    News 20 MAR 24

                                
                            
                        
                    

                

            

        
    






            
                
    
        
            
                [image: Nature Careers]
            

        

        
            Jobs
                
            
        

        	
                    
                        Associate or Senior Editor (clinical microbiology and infectious diseases)

                        
                        
                            Do you love science but feel that a career at the bench isn’t enough to sate your desire to learn more about the natural world?

                            London, New York, Pune – Hybrid working model.

                            Springer Nature Ltd

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        Performance Analyst

                        
                        
                            Reporting into the Head of Performance, OA agreements, the role will support the business transition to open access.

                            London – hybrid working model

                            Springer Nature Ltd

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        PhD position (all genders) in AI for biomedical data analysis

                        
                        
                            PhD position (all genders) in AI for biomedical data analysis Part time  | Temporary | Arbeitsort: Hamburg-Eppendorf UKE_Zentrum für Molekulare Ne...

                            Hamburg (DE)

                            Personalwerk GmbH

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        Postdoctoral fellow in structure determination of membrane proteins using cryo-EM

                        
                        
                            The Institute of Biomedicine is involved in both research and education. In both of these areas, we focus on fundamental knowledge of the living ce...

                            Gothenburg (Stad), Västra Götaland (SE)

                            University of Gothenburg

                        

                    

                    
                
	
                    
                        Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Neuroscience

                        
                        
                            Postdoc in Neuroscience at McGill University. Explore neocortical circuits & plasticity with electrophysiology & 2-photon optics. Apply by July 31.

                            Montréal, Quebec (CA)

                            McGill University

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        

                    
                


    

            


        
            
                    
                
            
        

        
            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                        


                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                
            


            
                Related Articles

                
    	
                
                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        
                        Omicron overpowers key COVID antibody treatments in early tests
                    
                

            
	
                
                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        
                        How severe are Omicron infections?
                    
                

            
	
                
                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        
                        Omicron blindspots: why it’s hard to track coronavirus variants
                    
                

            
	
                
                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        
                        Waning COVID super-immunity raises questions about Omicron
                    
                

            



            

            
                Subjects

                
    	
                Virology
            
	
                SARS-CoV-2
            



            

           
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


           
    

    
        
            Sign up to Nature Briefing

            An essential round-up of science news, opinion and analysis, delivered to your inbox every weekday.

        

        
            
            

            
            
            
            

            Email address
            
            

            
                
                Yes! Sign me up to receive the daily Nature Briefing email. I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
            


            Sign up

        

    






        
        [image: ]



        



    
    

        

    
        
        
            



Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter — what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    


    

    

    

    

    

    
        
    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Opinion
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Careers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Books & Culture
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Browse issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subjects
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Staff
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Awards
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History of Nature
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Send a news tip
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature (Nature)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-4687 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0028-0836 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	protocols.io
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    




    
