
    
    
        

    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
    
        


        
            
                Advertisement

                
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
            

        
    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	news feature

	
                                    article


        








        

        
            
        
        
            
                
                    

    
        
            	NEWS FEATURE
	06 October 2021
	Correction 22 October 2021



            How the world’s biggest brain maps could transform neuroscience


            
                
                
                    Scientists around the world are working together to catalogue and map cells in the brain. What have these huge projects revealed about how it works?
                

            

        

        
            
                

    By
    
        
        	
                Alison Abbott0





    	
                
                    Alison Abbott
                
                
                    	
                            Alison Abbott is a writer based in Munich, Germany.

                        


                
                
                    
                        
                            View author publications

                            
                                You can also search for this author in PubMed
                                     Google Scholar
                                    

                            

                       

                    

                
            





            

        
    
    
        	
        
            Twitter
            
        
    
	
        
            Facebook
            
        
    
	
        
            Email
            
        
    



    




                    
                        
    
            
            [image: A very thin slice of a human brain between glass slides is loaded into a special microscope for imaging brain nerve fibres]
    
    
        
            A human brain slice is placed in a microscope to visualize nerve fibres. Credit: Mareen Fischinger

        
    


                    

                    
            
        


        
            
                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
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                                Correction 22 October 2021: This feature gave the wrong affiliation for Christof Koch. Koch is no longer president of the Allen Institute, but rather chief scientist of its MindScope Program. The story has also been modified to reflect the fact that John Ngai no longer has an active role at the University of California, Berkeley.
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