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            Remember Beta? New data reveal variant’s deadly powers


            
                
                
                    People infected with a variant first identified in South Africa are more likely to die than those infected with other variants.
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                    People infected with the Beta coronavirus variant are more likely to need critical care and to die than are people infected with other variants1. The Beta variant, also known as B.1.351, was first identified in late 2020 in South Africa, where it sparked a second COVID-19 wave before spreading globally.
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                                Update 10 August 2021: This story has been updated with additional detail about the Delta variant and about what makes the findings valuable.
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