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                    Martha Bailey says providing free access to birth control for everyone would go a long way towards the creation of a fairer and more equitable society.
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                            Martha Bailey is an economist at the University of California, Los Angeles.
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                    Economic inequality in the United States starts at conception. Of the country’s 6 million pregnancies each year, almost half are unintended, and these are more likely to occur among single and less-educated women. After giving birth, mothers of unintended children therefore tend to have less-generous maternity leave, if any, and have less time and financial resources to support their children. Such differences set the children of low- and high-income families on very different life trajectories, amplifying the already large economic inequalities.
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