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            Alexa, do science! Voice-activated assistants hit the lab bench


            
                
                
                    Research-optimized tools can take notes, dictate instructions and answer questions, allowing researchers to work hands-free.
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                    Funsho Fakuade has spent a lot of time in the dark. As a PhD student studying ion channels and cardiac arrhythmias at Georg August University in Göttingen, Germany, his work typically involves measuring the electrical output and fluorescence intensity of cells under a microscope. But because such measurements must be made in darkness, he needed to document his experiments in the dim glow of a computer monitor. Often, he wrote nothing at all.
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