
    
    
        

    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
    
        


        
            
                Advertisement

                
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
            

        
    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	outlook

	
                                    article


        








        

        
            
        
        
            
                
                    
                        

    
        
            	OUTLOOK
	30 May 2018



            Piecing together the puzzle of Huntington’s disease


            
                
                
                    Even as new treatments loom, researchers are still trying to understand what goes wrong inside the cells of people with the genetic disorder.
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                    In many respects, Huntington’s disease is the epitome of a well-understood hereditary disease. The condition was comprehensively described almost a century and a half ago1. Its symptoms are well-characterized: involuntary, jerky movements known as chorea; difficulty in coordinating voluntary movements; cognitive impairment; and psychiatric issues such as changes in mood. And its pattern of inheritance is clear — a person with a parent who is affected has a 50% chance of developing the disease.
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