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                    Chlorofluorocarbons are the main class of chemical that depleted the ozone layer in the stratosphere. Measurements reveal that emissions of these compounds are rising again, despite international rules restricting their use.
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                    Monitoring the expected decline in the atmospheric concentrations of banned compounds might seem like an unexciting research task. But in a paper in Nature, Montzka et al.1 report an unexpected finding in the long-term measurements of CFC‑11, one of the most potent ozone-depleting compounds: its atmospheric concentration is decreasing much more slowly than would be expected on the basis of its known sources and sinks. This points to a fresh rise in emissions — in contravention of international regulations.
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