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            An ode to gene edits that prevent deafness


            
                
                
                    Gene editing can prevent inherited deafness in mice by disabling a mutant version of a gene that causes hearing loss. Is this a turning point on the path towards treating some types of human deafness?
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                    When the 32-year-old composer Ludwig van Beethoven realized that his hearing was failing, he wrote to his brothers that “as the leaves of autumn wither and fall, so has my own life become barren”. Although the cause of Beethoven’s deafness is unknown, there are many examples of hearing loss in later life that are linked to inherited DNA changes. Two centuries later, techniques to prevent inherited forms of deafness are finally getting closer to implementation in the clinic. On page 217, Gao et al.1 report progress in using gene-editing technology to treat a mouse model of inherited deafness. Given the growing momentum in using genetic engineering for human therapy, the path needed to take this approach to the clinic is clear.
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